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THE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS 

Wc h q i n  tird.~y ;r ncw serics [if talks hascd upon that wonder. 
ful sermon of oor Saviilr, which was l>reashcd u p i ~ i  the hilltcip, 
and which has hcen un~vcrsally dcs~gn;itcd "The Scrrnon on thc 
Mount." It is ijur hrjncst convictioii that a l th in  this nohlc speech 
(if <>ur hltssed M u t e r  is ci>nv;iir~ed 1 1 ~  ~ ~ u c  punarca for all the ills 
of the w<rrld. It holds out to us a hopc which we cannot ohtain 
from any iither s ~ ~ u r c c .  I t  \1.;1s not only delivered upon a moun- 
tain top hut it  lilts the SOUI from the rni~srnx and swamps of lowcr 
living and clcvatcs it to the summit of God's !:race whcrc the pure 
a x  of etcrn;ii l ~ f c  gives grcatcr cnergy for scrvicc. 

Thc Scrmrln on thc Mount  1s Christ's answcr to thc ;rge.iild 
se;irih for 11;i~ipincss. I t  begins \ ~ i t h  what wc call thc Beatitudes. 
Thcsc ihort, pithy s,~yings are so dcs~gi~;atcd hccausc thcy begin 
with the ivirrd "blessed." But thc very s;rmc word that is translated 
"hlcssed" 1s iilso rcndercd "hiipI>yI1' ;and inearis just th;tt. T h e  
world is scarchirig for h,~ppiness! You whc today listen tu my 
words arc ;~nric,us to find yiy ;and gladness. But often in your 
;ittempts tir locate happiness yiou uvfrlouk the only source from 
whcncc it  can spring! 

Siimc scck for happi~~cos aoiiJsl the pleasures of this litc. The 
glittering theatcl- with its scc~ics of lust and cariiusai, with its 
~ U C ~ U W S  of druilketi~icss ;and crinlc, eriticc niatiy who fcci that here 
thcy c;in ~a t i s fy  their cl-;lvlng fcir h;ippi~icss. But will that elusive 
quality he 11lc:ttcd in such a place? No,  indccd not! You go, losing 
your sleep, g;iilng upon such sights as ?liould shame you to  stand 
in the presence of God, and thcn yiiu return homc to a slccplcss 
hcd. Night ; ~ f t c r  n ~ g b t  you return, hut it is ;ilways the s,lme. T h e  
finer sensibilities are killed w t h i n  you, you become a slave to  the 
habit of attendance: neglect thc church, ncglcct yilur home, neg. 
lcct cvcrything thxt rcally couiits 111 life. 1s that true picasure? 

Then thcrc itre iithcrs \vI~ii rcck for happincis at the garnhliiig 
t;ihle! All week they work for the wages m,ll~ch arc p;iid them. 
Then irn S.iturday night in ;r snioke4illed mom, they sit with hleary 
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eyes, placlng the cards 011 the table hefore them with trembling 
hands. Often they see their money fade away, and then reeling 
home, they sit with remorse, knowing that those earnings should 
have llrade lirr easier for a laithiul wire alld the delrelldall cllil- 
dren. Many indeed arc those who have played fnr high stakes 
and have ended their careers in the grave of n suicide! Is that true 
pleasure? Is that happiness? 

I know o l  sollie liicll w l ~ i  i l ~ n k ,  roolisl~ly, ~Ildt Ir,~ppiltrs ~ i m e s  
from guzzling intoxicants until they are no longer either soher or 
sane! You can see them lolling over the bar of the ncighhorhood 
tavern, tipping thc hottle in  utter unconcern, and apparently 
unconscious (if the warnings of thi: Wnrri of Gnil against intern. 
pcrance. Then hehrild thcse same men ;IS they stagger down the 
street, an object of disgust, as they fall in thc gutter and lie there 
in the filth of their own vomit. Morc hcast than human, thcy 
return home in a half,stupor to cursc and hcat their loved ones, 
making home milre r ~ f  a hell than a heaven! Oftentimes under the 
influence of the liquilr thcy are moved to commit murder, or arc 
guilty of a crime of unhridlrd lust, and for thc few hours which 
they spent in mad carirusal thcy arc forced ti, spend years hehind 
the bars of the pristln. Is tlidt LIUC I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ?  Is liquor tile ..CUP 

that cheers"? Rather, is it not a cup of tcars? 

The other day I read the column of an outstaiidi~~g psychologist 
In r~nc of our daily papers. Problems arc hniught to him from all 
r~vcr the world and he solves those problems for the ones \vllo ask. 
On this particular occasion, a woman who had secured a joh at 
;I defense plnnt was uritnig a query. She had heen riding home 
from work with a man other than her legal husband. They had 
hecrr~ne enamored of each other. Thcy werc making love clandes- 
tinely. She told of the thrill of thcir illegal kisses, hut still she 
said that fcar of discovery and thr ~irgings iof hvr r<,nscicnce kept 
her i11 a constant state of inner turmnil. She revealed that she was 
not hapl>y. She had confused Iilvc with lust! And thcrc was nn 
joy for hcr in her moral drrcliction! Neither will there be for you, 
if yi>u lcave the straight and narrow way of chastity and purity! 

The sweet singcr of Israel, the <inc,timc shepherd,lad, D;lvid, 
says in the first Psalm, "Happy 1s the m;m that walketh not in 
the counsel of the un~od ly ,  nor standeth in the way of sinncrs, 
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1101 sittell1 in tllc seal  of the scornful. But hs delight is in the 
law of the Lord, ;ind in His law does he mcditate day and night." 
Thcrc are three actions herein mentioned. They are walking, 
standing, sitting. Thcrc are three co~~ditions referred to. They are 
cnunsel, u,ny and scat. Thcre are three classes of persons  resented 
u n g o d l y ,  sinners and scornful! The cour s  of sin is outlined in 
these. First you walk along as advised by the ungodly. They tell 
yuu that you dri not need to go to church, you only live once, so 
why not have a good time while on earth. They hid y11u to miss 
the Sunday evening service for the fun of the swimming p o l ,  the 
shuw or the sk;iting rink. And bcci~use you want to be a good 
fellow in the crowd, you can't resist, so you walk alr~ng with them 
in their counsel. 

You say as yiiu go, though, "I'm gmng hack ti, church. I'll not 
let thcse things drag me away. I'll quit before it's too late and get 
started in again." But y i~u don't, and the ncxt thing you k n o v  
y<>u ;arc standing in the way with sinners. Your former cornpail. 
Ions of righteousness have no appeal. You say they are narrow 
minded, dried up old fogies, and you'll do what you please. You 
take pleasure in thnse who vinlate the laws of God and the laws 
of the land. You think it is smart to take God's name in vain 
; ~ n d  soil your lips with oaths! You think it is sophisticatcd to 
shock others who still have a little sense of decency left, by the 
utter abandon of your course. You 1n;ake ;L f(n11 out of yourself 
and do not realize it. 

Then comes the fin;al step whcn y<,u not only walk and stand 
with those who are sinful in lifc but you actually sit down with 
the scornful. You ridiculc the Bible, laugh at the church, turn 
up your ncisc at the giispcl. You think you are having a good time, 
don't yru? But just wait until death rc;iches over, taps y o u o u  
the shoulder, and says, "Come along with me." Perhaps you were 
out with a drinking, g;imhling, hell.raising hunch of harebrained, 
harum.scarum idiots, and the car in which you were riding gives 
;i sickening swerve, leaves the road and crashes into a mingled 
mass of mctal, flesh and bl<x)d. When the doctor tells you in the 
hospit;J that yciu h:irze just ;I few more hiiurs to live, what dil 
you do? 

Do you call for the rnugl~ gang that you ran arouiid with and 

- 7 -  



ask then, to gather about your bcds~de and play iinc last game nt 
poker? Do you summon the bartender and ask him to mix you a 
last cocktail before you plunge into eternity and face the ~ u d g .  
ment? No, you di, not! f i i u  want the preacher that y ~ u  ridicoled 
to  cnmc and pray for your poor si~iful soul, ynu want  thc church 
to come and sing hymns of hope nround yuur hcdside! You call 
frir the Bible ;xnd want ti, hear the passages that you <>ncz laughed 
;it! Now, you ki~iiw that llie m.ln is really h,lppy w h r ~  mcditatcs 
in  God's law! Y<,u learn, hut you lcarn toil ];it?, that w h ~ t  you 
always thi,ught was pleasure w;is ~iii-s~n that will d.im11 yiiu in 
th,tt last grc,lt day! 

Now, friends, the t ruth is ~ h ; l t  happiness lies just exactly in 
thc opposite direction friim which our tncliilations tc;ich us to liirlk 
fo r  it. I aAirni that evrryuiic Iistuiillg in trid,ty ran he h;lppy. I'll 
pnwc it  to  yini if you'll tunc in e;~cli Snnd;iy to this hnl;+dcast. 
You say that it  is imp~lssihlc to shilvj you how yilu can be hiippy 
hccause yr>u ;ire povcrt)r,itriiken. W h y ,  hless your heart, therc arc 
people on caith tixl:iy who havc a rnlllion d<,llars and thcy arc 
thc most unhappy pcrsons in thc world. I'd rathcr hu a rich poor 
man than I would to he a poor rich man, any day in thc world. 
Wcal th  doesn't hring happ~ncss. Oftel, it hrings sorrow, ssdncss, 
carc and decay. T h c  true riches of  god^--love for Him ;and for 
our  fcllc~u.mcn, criuplcd with f a ~ t h  and hrlpe thcsc hring happi. 
n t s s  You can he full of rcjiiicing! You can enjoy life! The \vholc 
wilrld has hccn crcatcd for yijur plc;~surc. Use thc hlrssi~lgs of 
God!!  Don't  ahusc your privilcgcs. Halipiliess is y<>urs for thc 
asking! T h e  Scrlnon on the Mount  will givc you thc kcy to bliss 
and joy! 

THE P O O R  IN SPIRIT 
W e  have lieculiar ideas of what it  takcs to prciducc happiness. 

Some in  my ;iudiencc ai iuld count thcrnsclves happy if they could 
get their pictures in tlic siic~cty pagc of  today's ncaspapcr: siimc 
feel that the marl who can pen his name to a fivc,figure check must 
he just huhhlinx (ivcr w ~ t h  joy. Othcrs liing for  ,I tcn.nxim man- 



sion with ;ill nlodcrt~ furi~islrings, or sigh for a new twelve-cylinder 
car with gas ration appnipriatc trj its rcquirements But as we 
turn our attention to the sermon delivered by Christ o11 the moun. 
tain, wc arc aln~ost stztrtled ti, hear Him say, "Blessed are the pimr 
in spint, for thclrs is thc Kingdom of Hcaven." What  does this 
,,,e;1n? 

First, you w ~ l l  notice that Jcsus did ,not say, "Blcsscd arc the 
poiir." Thcrc is 1111 essential xracc accruing for a m;in just because 
hc is povcrty.strickcn. Thc rich man dld not go to hell becn~irr hc 
was rich: ncithcr did Lazarus gii to paradise because he was poor. 
It is what yi,u do with wh;it yorl have t h ~ t  will save i,r condemn 
yrw! Thc rich rnari m;ry he prrjud of the fact that he is not poor; 
and thc IX>UT 1n;tn 117iiy be just as proud that he is not rich. The 
pride of hilth will cundclnn them. True i t  is that wealth brings 
many add~tio~ial  cares and w~r r i c s ;  true also is i t  that he who is 
divcsted of  such triiuhles will more readily hear the Word of the 
Lord, hut it still rem;iins that no man is blessed simply because he 
l ~ a s  little money! 

The ~lther  day .I Inan said to mc, "I siimetinies have a liotion to 
throw in thc towcl, and givc up the fight ;IS a Christian." I asked 
hi111 why hc ivcn~ld makc sucll ;I statement! He  declared that 11e 
hecame d~scourajicd ; ~ n d  disgusted ;it his attempts to quit a cert,iin 
hahit which lic had st:~rtcd. Hc said that thc harder he tried to 
conquer i t  the htirder it becamc, but he concluded by saying, "Still 
I guess I'vc got onc thing in my f ; i v~ r .  I'm at least poor in spirit, 
and Jcsus said that such would bc ill ihc Kingdom of Hcaven." 
I h:istencd tri correct him, and told him, "You are not poor in 
sl>ir~t iat ;111 YOU arc just i>n(i~-s[iirited. There's a lot of differcnce. 
A man who is pilijr in spirit \wiuld depend on the Lord and o,n, 
rlufr  anything; hut one who is poor,spirited will glve up when the 
giiing gets tough." No, Jesus did nut say, "Blessed arc thc poor- 
sp~rited." 

Neither did Hc i;ly, "Rlcsed tire the spiritually pi,or." WE ;ire 
distinctly tiolrl, "Lay not up for yourselves trcasurcs on earth, hut 
Iziy 111' trc:~surcs in heavcn" (Mzitthew ( ~ 2 0 ) .  Now, anyolie whi) 
h;is trcasurcs laid up is not poor. He  m;iy he pricir as far as this 
world is concrrncd, hut hc is rich in heavcn's sight. O f  such an 
[me, J;imes spc;iks, saying, "Hith not God ch~rsen the poor of tllis 
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world, nch in faith, aiid hcirs of the kingdom which H e  hath 
~ r o m i s e d  to them that love Him?" W e  are encouraged to he spir. 
itually rich and there is blessing to those whrr are not. Perhaps 
you recall the story of the "cry wealthy lady who dreamed orie 
night that she died and went to the gate of heaven. W h e n  she 
received admittance an  angel volunteered tt, shilw her the place 
of her resideuce in that city of bliss. Thcy turned down a golden 
street, and callle to ;i huge, glittering pnlacc. W i t h  ;in caclamation 
of delight, the rich dowager exclaimed, "Oh, what a perfect place. 
A n d  is this mine forever?" T h e  angcl rcplied, "No, this placc 
helougs ti, thc woman who did your washing w h ~ l e  on earth. Yo11 
rcc;ill, the one who scrubbed for you oil Tuesdays." Finally they 
reached the end of the strcet and there was a little hut.  "Hcrc," 
said the ;ingel. "will hc your honie!" T h e  woman recoiled from 
thc prospcct and, incensed, she askcd, " W h y  docs i t  cilmi. that 
my servant has a better home than I h,ive? This is ridiculous!" 
"Not at all," thc heavenly courier said, "you sec, madam, we build 
these {rut of thc rnatcn,rls of good works that  you scud up, aud 
that's the lxst  \vc could dci with your material." Yes, that was 
just a drcam, hut stlll there's ;in clement of t ruth in it. Let's strivc 
to he "rich in good works" (2 Timothy 0 :  18) 

What .  then, is it  to he poor in spirit? I ;answer th;it thc tcrm 
"poilr" in this ciinnectiiin is used as thc cx;ict oppiisltc of "proud." 
One  m i ~ l i t  even makc a negative st;itcmeilt of this Beatitude, 
"Unli.ippy are th r  prriod in ;-pint." W u u l d  you deny t h ; ~ t  truth? 
I'm sure you could not! Pride cni~sed thc .ingcls tri he ~ 1 s t  out of 
heaven, it  ic,mmlttrd the first murdcr whcn it fillcd Gain \\,it11 
1ns;inc j<:;ilousy, and it  later tacked the arms of Jesus tci tllc Cniss, 
hi.c:il>s~ he had i<indcmncd it in tlic religious P C O ~ I C S  <i f  chiit day. 

Thc grcatcst cxamplc of poverty of spirit is fciund in thc llfc (if 
Jesus Hinisclf. T h c  Bc;ititudes arc in  themsclvcs <rnly word p i r  
turcs uf His ch;iracter and ciinduct. Let us show YOL, then how 
H e  manifested this divine attrlhutc. You rccall thyit even when 
the shadow (if thc Cross was falling over His heart, H e  hc;ird HIS 
disciples arguing over who would be the gre;itast in the coming 

kingdrim. A t  the last suppcr, H c  taught thcrn w h ; ~  cntr,illi.c ti, 

that kingdom really mcant  H e  did not call frir ;i scrvilnt tu wash 
His feet. Ncithcr did H e  tell the impulsive Peter, thc doubting 
Thnmas, iir the "sons uf thunder," J;imcs and John, ti, wash thc 
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fcet of thc i,thcrs. But instcad the record declares, "He riscth 
frorn supper, and laid a s h  His garments: and took a towcl and 
girded Hlmsclf. After  that H e  pourcth water inn) a '~snn, and 
hcgan to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipc them wlth the towcl 
wl~crcwilli lie w;as girded" (Juhn 1 2  :i, i). A t  last H c  had m ; ~ d e  
thc n u n d s .  Nirw H e  drlves hiimc the lcssiili. "Ye call M e  Master 
and Lord: and ye say well, for sci 1 am. 1 have yivcn you an  
ex;implc th ;~ t  ye shuuld do ;as 1 h a w  dune t r ~  yilu Verily, verily, 
1 s ~ y  untc yim, Tlic scrv;irlt is not greater than his lord: neither 
11c that is scnt grcatcr th;in he that sent him. If  ye kll(rw thesc 
th~nys ,  liiippy n i e  ye tf you do them" (John 11 :13,17). 

Thc klngdurn of hearcn heli>ngs to thc poor in spint.  I f  you 
w.ant tu he an  1nh;ihitant of that k~ngdom, you will 11;avc to leave 
your pride irutsidc. A n d  the longer you rcrve the Mastcr of men 
thc ~ n o r c  hnmhlc yclu will hcco~ne. I t  is said that in ;an old,tirne 
.<cadcmY tlic students h:ad ;i thrcc-)re.ir cilursc. I n  thclr first year 
they wcrc called "wisc nicn." In their sccolld they wcrc called 
"pll~losul~hcrs': th;it IS, tliosc who w;tnt or w ~ s h  to hccome w i x  
mcn. In thclr last yc.ir thcy wcre dcsign;ited "d~sciplcs," ilr learn. 
CIS. Tlius u.ts hraioi.11t liomi. t c  thcm th ;~ t  thc marc thcy knew 
the hurnhler it  sli~iold rri;ikc then1 Jcsus declares that tlic ilnc wlvl 
would 1.c gre;itcst in HIS klngdiim ,nust first hecome s;rv;tnt of ;a11 
W c  whc ;irc cci~~verted to Christ ;arc irn thc earth for thc samc 
r<.:i.<r~> Ht c.tmc to e:~rtb:  lot to hc mlniitered untir hut ti) mill, 
istcr. W c  ;arc s;rvcd tc, save others: liwed to love nthcrs! 

Hlirnil~ty, or poverty of t h t  splrlt not only q.uns c~i trancc for  
us into thc Kinqd,,rn (if  God, hut it keel>> us there. 11 is thc g~,Idcn 
s t r ; ~ ~ i d  th;at binds us fxst to  the Mstcc-. If w; bccrimc 1,o;istfnI 2nd 
proud (if uur Chnsti;in .iccr,mplishmc~~ts wc will surcly f.ill, f<or 
"l'rldc gocth hcfrlrc dcstructli>n and a h;anghty spirit hcfiore ,i f;ill." 
H;avc yuu heard that old story of the frog who made up hls mind 
to  tr:~nsfcr tc a warrner c l ~ ~ n a t r ?  He pundcrcd and thiwght, hut 
c<>uld figure uut nil mcans of travel, until (if ;i iuddcn there 
r>ccurrcd to him a h.tppy tliiiught. H c  pcrsu;tded a couple uf \\,lid 

e c s e  whi, wurc hi.; p c l ~ r ~ ~ r , i l  f ~ i c n d s  to assist h m .  Then hc found 
.i string, ;and ;iskcd c;icli iif the pcesc tcr takc ; i r ~  cnd rif i t  in hli 
hcak. He the11 scl:cd thc string In the middle, ,and when thc gccic 
siiarcd inti] the ;~lrnr,sphcrc, the frug found h~rnself joyfully 
i.11 route ti, thi? 1,tnil of his liripcs. Hoixxvcr, a spectator far helow. 
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hchuldin: this unique performance, yelleil o u t ,  " W h o  iilventcd 
that?" thc frrig's pride ~vould  not let him keep still, so lic opcncd 
his mriuth and called back, "1  invented it," and s i i i ~ n  the strancer 
saw nothing hut a pulp whcri: the frog crashed into the cartli. HIS 
imde hniught ahiiut h ~ s  Tall. I t  yc,u want ti) hold ,ill ti> the kins, 
don1 y r u  milst lea111 to swallow yuur pride anil kccp yliur mouth 
shut.  Vain boasting ail1 lose your sciul. 

T h e  carrliin birds ;rnd thc  hiuds of prcy huild high in thc m o u n  
tail1 crags, hut the singing hirds hulld low. A n d  tlicy swccten 
our  11ws hy thc a n g s  they sing. Lct ils ;iisii liumhlc ,iursclres, 
that, thuugh we may never soar liiyh In the eyes of tlie wc~rld, wc 
can a t  least bring s i x~gs  rif jrjy tri aching hcarts, . ~ n d  gl.tdncss to 
lives that ;ire filled with care. Happiness lies lnut in gcttlng a: 

much as yilu can f r o m  life but  ill gming ;is much as you c;~ti  to liic. 

" I  .sl~iill n u t  puss t h i s  way ugatn;  
T h e n  let me n o w  ~ e l i e v e  s o m e  p a ~ n  
R e m o v e  s o m e  barrler  from the road ,  
OT l i g h t e n  someone ' s  h e a v y  load;  
A he lp tng  h a n d  t o  t ins  one lend .  
T h e n  turn s o m e  o t h e i  t u  bef izend."  

"Happy are thc pririr in  spirit, for theirs is thc Kinqdom OE 
Heaven." 

THEY THAI MOURN 
Olic docs not usu;illy t h ~ n k  irf ;in indlvldual who is weeping 

copiiius tears as being liappy. If y(>u were to ~xisdil(iw11 thc s t r u t  
and hear the anguished sobs of one in dccp distress, y ~ i u  surely 
would not consider the falling tcars ;ind shaking frarnc ;is heirig 
thc ~ c b ~ l l t  i l l  B I > l ~ s s i ~ ~ g .  Yet Jesus declares, "Ulcsscd arc tI1eY that 
mourn, for they shall he comfortrd..' W h a t  di>c.s t h ~ s  rncan? 
Perhaps there is within this silnplc p h ~ l < ~ s o p h y  of lifc ;I deep si,urce 
rir spring of comfort if we can hut  locate it! 
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But first I wish ti, <.all ;itt;ntlrin to thc fact that not XI! who 
mourn will be hlesscd. Jesus did not teach that they would. By 
way (if i l lustr~t ing this, we call attcntioli ti, certain ones who shall 
hc cast intu hcll. Of thcm the Sctvior s;~ys, "So shall i t  he a t  the 
end i)f thc world: the ;rngels shall crime irirth, and sevcr thc wicked 
from the just, and shall cast thcm inti1 the furnace of fire: therc 
shall hc wiiilmg and gnashing of teeth'' (Matthew 1 3  :49, 70). 
Yes, there \will he weeping in eternal torment, hut therc will hc 
no hlcssitig for those who mourn. 

Thcre will hc nil ci>mfr,rt either for the professicinal pessimist! 
You know, there are thosc who like an  air i ~ f  funereal gloom. 
They search for all that is had, and Ignore all that is good in  life. 
If i t  rains, thcy forgct that the showers will revive the parched 
earth, and make the desert hlossom as a nisr All they sec is the 
mud that results. W h e n  someonc remarks, "Isn't that a beautiful 
ri>si.?' thc pessimist always hastens to  say, "Yes, but that's a 
mighty hig thorn growing there hy it." A perwn of that type can, 
not ent a d n ~ l ~ h i ~ u t  a~nd hc thankful for it, hcc;luse hc is worried 
;,bout how hig the hille is in the doughnut. You've seen peoplc 
likr that haven't you? W i t h  2 glum exprcssion, a wochcgiine droop 
to  their shoulders; when yilu ask them how thcy fccl, thcy really 
comblain of feeling better. They arc never so happy as when they 
are miserable; never so glad as when they are sad. I think most 
rrf that is an  appeal for attcntiiln frnm others. A n d  since it  is all 
"put <m," they are like the I'h;~risces, of whnm Jesus spoke, "Be 
not as liyp<rcritcs of a sad ciuntcnance; for they disfigure their 
faces that thcy may appear to men to fast. Verily I say untrl you, 
they have their reward" (Matthew 6 : l h ) .  Indeed if your si~le 
~liiltive hy your mourning is to attract attention [if men, thcn you 
gct all that you desired, when thcy see you, and ther; is nrithing 
clsc in  store for you. 

Rut soniciine may say, "Sorely, then, those who really mourn 
thc 105s ( ~ f  a loved r m e  are the rincs referred to  hy Jesus in His  
sermon." Not  ncccssanly! Out  in Kansas, where I once lived, 
there was ;I marl whosc siin was killed by lightning. T h e  hny was 
plowing in the field, and when a hravy rain storm swept across 
the prairie, he took shelter under the only tree anywhere near. 
A spear of lightning leaped from the clouds and struck the tree, 
killing the lad who had sought refuge there. T h e  father almost 
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lmt his m i n d  But \i.hei~ the cruel tragedy was somcwhat mitl- 
gated by time, he announced his decision. H e  resolved never ti1 
return to church again, ilr tci read his Biblc. H c  declared that he 
could no longer trust in a God who had taken 111s dearest posses. 
sion. His grief instead of bringing ,I blessing brought bittcrncss of 
soul, shut him off from his neighbors r ~ ~ i d  ~Iosed  1115 C ~ I I I I I I L I I I ~ O I ~  

wlth God. H e  certainly was not blesscd! 

Who,  thcn, are the milurners for whom h.appiness awaits? I 
reply that they arc those who mourn beciause of their sins, irnd 
the consciciusness of th<,sc wrrings Now, thcrc ;arc some who do 
not mourn for their lost and undone alndition. Thcir consciences 
.trc se.lred irvcr with a hut i n i n  Thelr niirid is omcrcd with scar 
tissue. Thcre is no fccling left! A m;tn iincc told lnc that 11c felt 
,+ PLLII  11ke ligllriurtg strike him. A s  soon ;as it h;rd left his hody, 
hc d ~ d  not feel any different. Then by chance hc rc;rched down 
with the blade of the knife which he hcld in his hand arid tiiuchcd 
his lcg with it. Hc was a ~ n a z r d  to note that tic did ncit feel it. 
H e  then pricked thi. f lmh hut thcrc w;ts no fwling. Then canx 
the startling realization that he wits l>;~ralyzed. His ncrve ccntcrr 
no longer functioned. A n d  I say to you this d;iy, if you can gl; 
p1;rccs that ;rrc sinful, say things that ;Ire ungidly, and live ;i lifc 
of wickedness, then return h imc and lie dclwn ti) untroubled sleep, 
yuu are spiritually You h,id hrttcr gc, at mice tir thc 
Great Physician and receive the medicine ilf His Weird into yciur 
sinful soul, t h ; ~ t  you mlght hc savcd. 

W h ~ n  nne grievcs ovur his scpar,atio~i from Gild, hc will he 
impcllcd to do solncthi~ig abciut it. T h e  prodigal son w,~s inscnslble 
to  his lrist conditir,n while his money lasted, and he war wasting 
his suhstarlce in riotous liviiifi. But ujheli 11e "c;~mc ti) himself" 
and bcgan ti, sorrow over his state, he thcn made a resolution to 
do somcthirig iibout it. "I will arise and xi) to  my father's house," 
he said, and thus his sadness was t u r ~ ~ e d  to  joy, and the he.lvincss 
of h ~ s  heart was lifted. 

H<,wcvcl-, our  silrrr~w rnust hc genuine! W e  must s<irro\v f o r  

ilur sin and not just because u.c ninst p;iy the ccinscquences. Thcre 
are two good Old Tcst ;~mcnt  cxa~nples ti> illustrate the difference. 
One  is the case o i  King Saul, who tr;ansgressed God's covenant, 
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;tnd tried to cxcusc it hy saying that he was jusl accu~nulating 
sacrifices for the Lord. Whan he was convicted <if his derelictii~n, 
he imniediatcly beg;ln to hc afraid of what the peoplc would say 
ahout his loss of prestigc and power. He c~lnfcssed several times, 
hut it was only wlicti he had his hark to the wall and thought thxt 
was the m l y  way out. HC did not hate sin, he just h<itcd the 
conscqucnccs. Riit the ijthcr case is that of David. 

Thc sin nf D,~md was, if anything, more grievous than that of 
Saul. In liis lassiviuusncss, he committed adultery w ~ t h  the wife 
of onc rif his hcst friends, and a m;in who was cvcn then out on 
the battlefield fighting to protect the king. Then he added to that 
the sin of murder. Then it W..IS that Nathan the c.imc. 
;ind ;after riutlining the hldeous thing that h.td been done. pointed 
thc accusing fingcr ;it U;ivid ;and said, "Thou art the man." David 
exclaimed, "I have sinned ag;iinst Gild." Tlien to show the dcptli 
of h ~ s  srirn~w, he wrote one of thc Ps;tlnis. It is the GlLy.fi~st, in 
which hc s;rys, "Acciirding to the abundance of Thy mercies, hlot 
out my transgucssions, and niy in~quity. Wash me yct more fnim 
my iniquity, ;lnd cleansc mc fro111 my sln. For I know my iniquity, 
and my sin is alxays hcforc mi.. To Thee only havr 1 sinned, and 
done cvil hcfi,re Thee. Sprinkle mc with hyssop atid I sh;ill hc 
cic;lnsed, wash mc and I shall he whiter than snow. Create a clean 
heart in me, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me. Turn 
away Thy face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities." After 
listening to this song, can yiju donht the intcgnty and sincerity of 
the man who wrote it? His was a godly a,irow, and godly sorrou7 
leadeth to repentance, and repcnt;lncc hnngs a hlessltig. Hard as it 
is t[i repent and confess our wrongs, yct I affirm freely that such 
is the only step to God's f:~vor and eternal reward. 

Sorrnw leads us to God. Mourning hririgs us closer to Him 
who will give us comfort in our sad hours. Every heart lal~gs lur 
a confidante. In our times of anguish we want someone to whom 
wc can pi)ur out the inncr feclings of our soul. Christ is such an 
rmc. He is faithful, true ;ind honest. A t  the gateway of the great 
Parthenon in Athens there w;is an altar eructed. I t  was dedicatd 
to Tears. No burnt sacriiices were permitted to be offcred there, 
uprln, nil votive offerings a.erc bestowed. But all who sorrowed 
might come thcre, and bow before it, and weep out their sorrows. 
It was to them a place of joy following sorrow, for they could 
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return home refreshed by the very tears which they shed. In  just 
.~cnhces of God such a way cat1 we come to God, recalling, "'l'he s- 

' -  

are a broken spirit: a hn,kcn and ciintritc hcart, (1 Gud, thilu wilt 
not despise." 

Thosc who mourn are also blessed because they discover the 
road to happiness which consists of syrnp;ithy and scrvice tu others. 
I t  is more blessed to give than trr rccclvc. Yet only those can truly 
experience the hlessedness of glvilig sympathy who have walked 
through the same valley of despair as is now being trodden hy 
those who receive that syinpathy. Sorrow brings us closer to God, 
hut it alsr~ brings us closer to each r~ther. I t  disciivers a c o n ~ m n ~ ~  
bond which tics our  hearts together in love. Jesus uttercd a pro- 
iouild truth when He stated the Bedtitudc, "Blcsscd arc they that 
rncrurn, for they shall he comforted." 

BLESSED ARE THE MEEK 

A s  we continue today o u r  discussiirn of The S e r n ~ i ~ n  (in the 
Mount ,  I ;im goin< to talk about the most unpopular of the Beati. 
tudes. T h e  truth of the matter is that  the averagc person does not 
think of a blessmg in connection with meekness at all. Rather he 
feels that mcckncss is a decided liability, and he would he offended 
if somciinc a c r c  to accuse him of such an attrihute in his husiness 
affairs. T o  him the ~ n r e k  arc clthcr contemptible, o r  ilhjects deserv 
irlg pity. 

A n d  insofar its the meek inheriting the carth-well, that is 
ahsi~lutcly ridiculous in  the eyes of the man of the world. He 
knows thzit i t  takes two,fisted, battering, d o g e a t d o g  tactics to 
inherit anything. He rn~ght  he willing ti> admit that thc meek will 
enter heaven, hut insofar as inheriting this or aiiy other earth is 
concertled, it  is out of the qucstlrln. I t  takes aggrcsstvcncss, asscr. 
tiveness and energetic attack to gct anywhere these days. The 
cvolutiunary thcriry of the survival of the fittcst liils ca~ised the 
wurld to scoff at those who are meek. Yet, in spite of ;ill this, 
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Jesus saps th;it the nicck arc happy and will inherit the earth! 
Wh;it theory did he have in mind? How can we reciincile His 
words with ciur experience and observation? 

I wish to say that I think too many iridividu;ils mistake what 
mcekness really consists of .  I recall a comic strip character who 
used tr, ;ippcar in our Sunday paper. He  u7as called the timid soul. 
His name w;is Casper M~lquetoast. He  lived in constant fear- 
o i  his wife, the neighbors, his cmploycr, and the wcirld in general. 
Now, srmc thought his chief cl~;~racli.ristic was meekness. But it 
was not. Thcrc is no appeasement, no compromise, in those of 
whilm thc Savior spoke. Meekness is not cowardice at  all. Do iiot 
cvcr get ti) thinkins that it is. It 1s lust the opposite. It is hravery 
i i i  the highest sort. Let us pmvi. t h n t  statement. 

Do yuu know what ;I niali 1s mnst airaid of (111 earth? It is the 
fcar of hc~ng thought a ciiward. Now, I wrs afraid of thc dark 
when I was ;I youligstcr. I ;llways conjured up visions of un, 
friendly creatures inhabiting the sllades of night, just crouching in 
con\.cnrcnt places, ready tc, gr;ih me. I always ran and jumped 
iriim the middle of the ro<nn into the bed, to keep whatever was 
undcr it from gr;thhnig 111c and yank~ng me under also. But an 
onclc corcd mc i j i  that fc;ir. One cvcning when I was protesting 
aprinst glnng out into thc dark, he said, "I never thought that 
yi~u'd he :I s,>w:ird." I douhled up my fists and straightcncd up 
my sh~,uldcri and wcnt b~ ld ly  inti] the d,lrk. Surcly I was afraid 
of it, hilt I was n~ijrc afraid of hcing called a coward. H.rveil't 
you seen hoys tcxr into those who were older a1111 lalger, and fight 
llkc wildcats, just hcc,~usc sonicone yelled "fraidy.c,lt"? It t,lkcs 
ciiurage (if thc highcst dcgrcc tci st.ind hcforc the moh arid let them 
think y ~ u  ;,re ;i a ~ w a r d ,  \vhc~l you know you arc hut oheying a 
Highcr will. Jesus had that kind of cu1ur;igc~ 

Mi~ses was thc nicckcst marl in the Old Testament. Wc are told 
that in Numhers 12::. Yct thrs was the same Moses whc in right, 
cous ind~gnatirin dashed the tables o i  the law to the ground and 
hmke them, when hc was confronted with the idol;ltn>ns calf r i i  
gc~ld which Israel had rnadc. Thls was he that l~cld up his hands 
to secure hcavcnly blessing on the iijrces that wcre fighting agarnst 
thc Amalekites Thcrc was not an ouncc rlf compromise iir iear 
of mcn in the constitution of Moses. 
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T h e  rneckest character of the N e w  Tcstiimcnt was our  Lurd. 
H e  so descr~bes Himself in the aonderful  invitation which says. 
"Come unto Me,  all ye that labor and arc heavy laden, and 1 will 
give you rest. Take  My yokc upon y ~ > u  and lcarn ot Me,  for  I 
am meek ;ind lriwly in heart." Ycs, H e  was mcck, hut in His very 
nierk~less t l ~ e r r  umas strength. H e  had no bluster, hluff or l i~ud  yell. 
ing in His  lifc tc attract a t t a i t i i~n  tri Himself. H c  did not strive 
or cry, neither was His voice hc;ird in the strccts. But He was not 
cowardly, as \vitness His i,icing of the entlrc moh in Gtthscm;ii~c 
whcn 211 His c-omp;~nions fled. 

Some pcaple bellevc that s t re~igth must hc noisy. That  is not 
corrcct T h e  pirwcr is not in the thunder, i t  is in  thc l i g h t n ~ n ~ .  
Tlic thunder ncver hurts anything i t  isn't the boo111 o l  the can. 
non I h l t  the wt.ll,d~rectcd shot that cr,umts. True  strcngtli IS in 
the quict tliings rif life. T h e  hc;irt makcs little sound, hut cvcry 
twcnty.iour hirors it cxcrts enough pl-cssurc th.it if i t  crjold hc put 
In (me tug ~t \%,auld lift ;i hngc l o c o n ~ ~ < ~ t ~ v c  .I iiiot ,,IF thc r;iils. Thc 
limbs i l f  tlic trce makc i7 i i  noisc, yet c,rch J ; I ~  thcy dr;tiv m,iny 
pc>unds n i  w.itrr inim the o;trrh ti] a grc;~t irclght rc sait,lln thc 
trunk arid to produce frnlt. Si11netimi.s noisc 1s i1citl1111g hut ii 

smukc scrccn to cort;iln fc;tr, ;is In the c . ~ c  i d  l'ctcr, \\hi> cursed 
:uid s \ i i~rc,  r r h c ~ i  Ile d c n ~ ~ . d  his L i r d  13ut J;sus. thc nicck . ~ n d  
Ioi\.ly, c.ilil~ly ;~~~l;l~on.lcd:rcd t1i;~t Hc w.15 tlrc Klllg of thc J,,w>, 
thiiugli Hc k ~ l e ~ v  \vh.it i t  wrrold riist Him to  do sli. 

Mccknc,ss is nrrtlllng miir; or  less tli;in gcnt lrncs.  Thc m.in 
who IS 11,ippy thi>ugti meek i s  incrcly , I I W  u i  Gird's gcntlt,rnc~i. 
A n d  swmci>ni. 1 i . i ~  dctincd a g;~ltlcm;in ;IS being Cjnc whi> is ; i s  

:c~itlc ,is .i lady, ;ind as m;inly as a rn;~li." I think tli;~t 1s ,i va-y 
;11,t w.iy uf liuttilig it, d~in ' t  yiw? A gcntlcm;i~r milst hi, humhie. 
sinccrc, cilur;rxcuus ;and consecr;ttcd to h ~ s  ci>nvict:iins. All of t h ; i ~  
I S  , i  lpirt of tlic m,~ckl~css dcrn;indcd hy ihc Christ. It \V,E 1111. 

depth of HIS ciii~vlcticin cioulili.d tx-~tli ,r hurning :c,~l fur thc purity 
of Hii F;ithcr's lxiusc w h x h  C , ~ U F C ~  JESUS ti, knot ;i wl~il> of t l~l>nfs  
and dri\,c the moncy.changers i m m  thc tcmlilc. And  when Hc 
oacrturricd thcir tables, dnwc out thc oren a i d  1;rslicil tlic h;icks of 
the flccing parasites up011 rcligl~lus soc~ctics H c  was still mcck! 
His w.ts the nieckness thxt rlscs to an  cmcrgcncy. It w;~s nrrt thc 
kind of si~h,sister, milksop weakness that c;iuscs us ti) pursue a 



lx,licy o i  ;xppcasi.mi.llt \villi rvil iii every kind. There  is a need 
Ior thc kind of cimirajie whish Christ dtmonstratcd even in t h ~ s  
d;iy. Social wrongs nccd ti, hc rightcd; i~immerciali;ation of rcli, 
gion nccds to  he h;rltcd: thc  templc needs clcans~ng. W h y  dn you 
nor assvrr y<nlrsclf for (:nd, and 

11% the woi-Id's hrund field of battle 
In the btvouac of l i f e ;  

Be nut I,i(e dumb, drwen cattle, 
Rz R I I P Y O  in thi. strife.' 

Hut yc,u still m;iy qu~:stmn mc, "Do yuu hclievc that thi>sc whii 
. ~ r c  nicrl, \\.III i n h c r ~ t  thc c ;~r th?"  I ccrtalnly do hi.llcvc tl,;it! I 
Ihcllcvc there 1s ;I tlmc iolnlng iri t l l ~  n c x  hc;ivcn .in<! thc  ncn-  
c.lrtli wlicn only thiisc whc, ~ T C  mcck \ \ ~ I I I  hc p r t s tn t .  Those tvhrl 
.trc not mcck will nut cntcr th.rt blest ;and h;lppy ;tlxrdc. D o  you 
;isk inc w h ~ t i  m,lkrs mc a> snri.? T11cn my rt,ply is th,tr 1 ihi~lii~ai~ 

~t I,cc.iusc Jesus said th;it i t  rv;ii so. H e  l i . ~  iicvcr misrcprcscntcd 
.i thini.. HIS \i<rrds h.trc cvcr l v c n  true. I sli,rrc In HIS prornlst ti> 
thc iircck. I~i.c;iilri. I know th.lt Hc i: not sl:ieL ironcrrniriq that  
lpnx~vsc. 1 knirw th.it love i i  ;i gr;;itcI- frircc th,ilr ;armed m ~ g h t .  
T kniiw. t l i ,~t  mi,ckncss \v111 c v c l ~ t u ; ~ l l ~  t r ~ u m p h .  Evcn ionr  ow:^ 

<:l"iri;itlllll l l I l l Y C S  tll,it. 

II' f;crccncrs ; i ~ r i l  strength \vt,rc most l~rrwcrful. tlicn there v.,lnld 
lx n ~ ~ l l x ~ ~ ~ s  t > i  I I < ) , I S  ;L I ILI  t ~ g c s >  ,>II c,tsth, C I I I ~  l,in~l>s \ V , ) L L I ~  s,xm 

X,I.GC t c  exist. 1311t I ~ I . ~ ~ C , I ~ ,  L T ~ I I  111 ill<- tn,~tur,,l rt.,~ln~, t l ~ z r c  ,Lrc 
t d  t I I '  I I I t  i p r y .  Th.it prini~;>!t .  
l i ~ ~ l ~ l s  t r w  111 tlhc licld of g,>vt.r~~n>cnt ;also. I t  1s lx ing  d c ~ ~ i o n ~ t r ~ t t ~ l  
even xs I spc,ik L ! ~ ~ I I ,  the gyry liclds of Fr;1nck: , ~ n c l  t l x  l ~ l , ~ : ~ d  
d~t:niiii.J ~sl.iniis l i t  rhi. i . i r  tlrl!~:r I'.iclti~. \L'c LIILI ~ i c ; t  ~Ics>r,, th!.- 
\v,ir. ( h t ~  I I , ~ ~ I , N I  \ V O L , I ~  r , ~ t l , c ~ ~  I I ~ L L C  livcxl ,tt lpc,tcc w t l ~  ;ail r ~ : & t ~ t ) ~ ~ s  
Wc c r a i  dccidcd upiin .i il~r;it-rn:imznt progr.im, Iiol>~i,g t l i .~t  ~t 

\v(>t~ld l p ~ , > d ~ ~ c c  ,I \\orld c o ~ , d ~ t ~ < > n ;  \vhcrcby men of  ,ill colors c,>ulJ 
i ~ t  nlrdcr tlicii- I IWII  VIIIC . i l i i i  til: t r c c  Rut thcrc were tiiosc who 
s c e  t r n i i c s s  1 I k s s  They felt th,it dcmc>c. 
r;icic> wcrz pt-clduc~ng ,I group of  glr~r,ficd slsslcs, \vhi> could not 
.ind tx,~ruld not dcfcnd l i r i i lc~l~lcs  of l~lsticc and ulght. Rut thosz 
tr;iltors to thc crmrnm<rn gr~ird .arc lwing driven likc criligii~g helists 
tc, their own I ~ L I I S  and will hc dcstniycd hy thrlsc who  lncckly 
prcfcr to  hi. ;xt pe;icc with  the  world. 
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E v ~ n  1 1 e  whri set iiut to he ,I a~ i r ld -c r ,~~queror ,  W Y I ~  

forccd to admit ihc sulicriorlty (if C h n s t  ;and His methiids S i t t~nq  
there upon the loncly lslc of h ~ s  h;~nishment, louklny out  across 
the hlue waters, thc disappiiintcd gcncral dcclarcd that he had 
atteinptcd tu cstahlisli ;I kiligdilm hy force, and now was forlori~. 
fr1rs;iken and frirgirtte~i hy evcn those xvhcim hc wiluld hxvc madc 
great. But Christ, t h r i ~ r ~ g h  thc power of love, h.td estahlishcd ;L 

k~tigdom which held the rcspcct (if lxoplcs of all n:ttliili,. Thc 
mcck and lowly, l i t i t  hy ki l l~ng others, hut hy  humbly suhmitting 
ti, deat11, Il,ld l,i.ci>li~p tlic most po\vcrful ch ,~r ;~c tc r  in ;ill thc uni. 
verse. Some day H c  is coming again, .tnd when H e  docs, I kni ia  
that the meek will inherit thc c.lrth whlch H c  has prcjinrcci fo~ .  

them. Bicssed are they! 

HUNGRY AND THIRSTY 

A icw days ;ig<l I v ~ s ~ t e d  :1 p , ~ t ~ c n t  ill thc hiisplt,il. Ic i w s  just 
ahout tlrnc for the noon lurii-lieon ttl hc servcd. I remarked that 
I h;td comc : ~ t  :i very iipporLulw lilnc, ii I iiluld just prctcnd ti) 
he a p,ltlcnt ttlso. But the s ~ c k  man s , l~d ,  "It wouldn't do yilu a 
lot of p o d ,  if you had 110 mire ;appetite t11.m I II;IVC." Well,  I 
had a prctty goild appctltc as I u s u ; ~ l l ~  do, .tnd ;dl r,f ,I sudden 
it <iccurrcil to mi. that rvcrl appctitc w;ts :I h l c s i l ~ ~ g  wc dri wrt 
appreciate until we lose it. It's thxt iv;iy with money, lcivcd oncs. 
; ~ n d  cvcn time. When xvr gct to tlic plicc tli;it ivc tlave ltist tlmt 
w h ~ c h  appcared cilmmonplace, i t  all , ~ t  once takes <>n  ,I value wc 
had iicvcl- ~i<itlccd hcfore. 

Thus  wheli I left the hiisplt;il corridiir ; ~ n d  ri,tut-l,cd tli my ;auti,. 
rnohilc I t n c d  t o  jot down in my mind s<>mc of the blcs~ings i ~ f  ,i 

gaod appetltc, inasmuch as I knew that SOOII I would he t;~lking <in 
the w r r d i  of Christ, "Rlesscd ;Ire thi:y ivhit-h iln hnn!:cr . ~ n d  thirst 
;iftcr n g h t e i ~ a s ~ ~ c s ,  for thcy sh;ill hc fillcd." Among i>rlicr things 
1 came to the conclusion that appctite lcads tii ;lction. Have y<iu 
ever secli a hungry yiluligster just in Cnlm sch,~ol? I rcc,lll when 



I ~ v c n t  tir sch(>ol up in thc s t ~ t c  (if Ilhnois and had t ~ )  walk twci 
milcs liornc. The ncarer I got to  the orchard which hetokcned our  
placi. tltu I iuug~iei  I hcc;~mc, ;ind the hungrier I became the fastcr 
I wcnt. Nothing 1 have ever c ;~ tcn  since appealed tu me half so 
much ;IS that jicx,d old homemadc hrc;id spread ~ 6 t h  butter ;ind 

hl;~ckberry jelly. 

But you liiust realize that m;in hungers for other things hcsides 
hread. For Instance, lie has a thirst firr knowledge! T h e  intcllec, 
tual being crlcs out for a~s tenance  just as docs the physical. W h o  
has nut rc;id thc story uf Ahraham L~ncoln and his aspirations ti] 

Ic;irn? Lying fl;lt tin 111s slirlll;ich lxlure the llickcring fire in  the 
fireplace, he figured his sums o n  the old wooden shovel. Often he 
walked milcs to  hilrnrw rine bimk. W h e n  he a ; ~ s  in  the store at 
New Salcm, lllin(iis, he kept his law volumes ncar his hand. H c  
st~~clii.cl : l t  n ~ g h t  hy the. dim gleam of c;~ndlelight. His thirst lcd to  
.ict>on, ; ~ n d  11c &.,IS filled. H e  hecamc Prcsidcnt of this repuhlic, 
slniply hecause 11c refused tri quench his burning appetite for 
knowledge. 

Thcn there is ;~niither hunger i1150. I t  is that of the spiritual 
m;in, or  ;IS Paul calls it, the i n ~ i e r  man. T h c  Sav~or  said, "Man 
shall not live hy hrcad alirnc, h ~ l t  hy word that prt>ceedcth 
r u t  uf thc mouth of GOT' (Matthew k 4 ) .  Show nie a man who 
is really hungry for Gild's W u r d  and I will show yclu a man who 
will txke steps to fill that v o ~ d  in his life. I knew a man down in  
the Lc;id Belt of Missrluri once, who w ; ~ s  wild, rcckless and devil, 
m- , i > . ~ , ~ r c  . -. in his 11fc. His speech was full of profanity, his chief aim 
in 11fe icu~iied to  bc the cmharr,~ssing i f  those whose minds were 
purc by thc t c l l ~ i i ~  of snmc ungodly, filthy, ~mmora l  tale. But 
finally hc came in contact with thc gospcl. W h e n  he tasted it, 
there arose a g~lawilig, craving liurigcr in his soul ior illore of that 
Brcad of Life. H e  carried his tcstamcnt with him a ~ i d  in  the 
changing room he slipped it  in his wct, dirty over;~lls which lie 
wort underground. H c  rc;id it  at n o i ~ n  hy the flicker of his carhide 
mincr's lamp and read it  bcfon. hc wrnt  to hml a t  thi, close of 
day. Then he hecamc posscssed of a desire to  tell others of his 
great dicciivcry. 

111 spit? of the fact that he lacked the training of schools, he 



told the story of the Cross wherever he foulid one who would 
listen. Eventually he found himself in the pulpit, and ;it last 
from coast,to,coast he preached the wonderful words of s;~lvation. 
Today he lies sleeping beneath the sod of a Kansas hillside, hut his 
work goes on. The one who prepared this sermon wi~uld not be 
on earth today were it n<,t for that one. Neither would this ser. 
mun he sent fortli ti, listening multitudes had it not been for 
that one man's hunger for the things of eternity. Gud has p r c  
pared ;t gospel feast for all of you-but only those who are hu~igry 
will find their way to the tahle. The others niay be content to 
fill their hcllies with the husks that Satan casts  out^ -pleasures, 
wealth, worldly pride and the carcs of this life. W h y  1s it that 
those who grl to the table three tinies dally will starvc their souls 
and hccomc spiritual skeletons? 

A good appetite 1s the best sign of he;rlth! Almost the first 
thing thc doctor asks you when he begins his craminatlun is the 
qucstlon, "How is your appetite?" When the appctite becomes 
jadcd, and one is iridificrcnt aho11t 111s mcals, it 1s a good indication 
<if some malad~ustment inside. Arid that hillds true spiritually 
alsi~! Show me a man who ncvcr reads his Bthle, who never studies 
thc sacred truths of the ages, who isn't intercstcd in what his 
brethren have written, and 1'11 show y ~ l u  '1 man who is spiritually 
weak. His loss of appctitc is ;an indication that his soul is out 
of tune with the Lord. 

But s(imcr~ne may say, "I have no hunger for the Bible, because 
I cannot get anything out of what I read." Generally, you'll find 
those who make such an ;,sscrtioii are sp~ritu;ll nihblcrs. They've 
licvcr rcally sat down to ;\ full gospel meal. They pick up the Bible 
and read a verse here, then idly turn the pages and read another. 
Then they p ~ c k  up the newspaper and read a llttle, then thumb 
a magazine awhile, then listlessly pick up the Grxld h k  agaln. 
That's likc a little boy eating a cracker ;it I I o'clock, a couple of 
cookies at 1 1  . l i ,  a piece of candy at I l : 3 O  and a11 aIrlrlc .it 1 l :-li, 
then ciimnlg to the tablc at noon to declare that he doesn't have 
an appetite! Give the Bible a chance! Study it like you would 
your arithmetic or any other hixik. Let it speak to you in sys. 
tematic fashion! Do not scrap it to suit your moods. Thcn you'll 
develop a hunger for it. 
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Of course there are others who do not know wla;at all appetite 
for truth is hecausc thcy havc never tasted it. One must learri t11 

apprcciatr the word of thc Lord. I recall the first time I was given 
;an olive! I thought that it w ~ s  a cross between ;I green persimmon 
and an ovcrsizc g;arden pca wraked in weak vinegar. Rut 1 xte 
iine, then another, and now I confess that olives hold a great appeal 
for my tastc. You can cultivate a taste for thc things ill life that 
are solid arid substantial. But yilu cannot do it by sitting arr~und 
all (if the time with a coniic hook or a love story magazirie in your 
hands. The apostle says, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
mlk of the word, that ye may grou~ thereby, if so be ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracicius" (1  Peter 2:?,  5 ) .  I believe sin- 
cerely that if you will actually tastc the goodness of God, His 
mercy ;and His grace, that you will find a hunger developing ill 
your soul; a ~ C S I ~ C  to know more and more of His Will. W e  
Invite all of you to hcamc studcnts of thc greatest Book in thc 
world today. 

Y<IU are surely missing silnictliing, it  this day yiiu have last your 
;appctitc for the good and spiritual things iif God's house. Have 
you hcard of thc story of the cranc that was picking up snails in 
the mud aloug the hauk of a which contairied stagnant water? 
A beautiful swan came floating down out of thc clouds and 
alighted by the sldc (if the cranc. "Where did you come from?" 
asked the cranc. The sw;an replicd, "I am friim thc hcavenly skies 
of blue." Immed~ate l~  he began to tell the crane of the beauty and 
glory, the peacc and purity of the uppcr realm. "Arc there any 
snails there?' asked the crane. When the swan replied that there 
were not, the crane had no wish to hear ;any mrxe Hc wcnt back 
to his paddling and dabbling in the mud. And that is the way 
with a lot of lieople on earth. So long havc they been raking their 
minds thriiugh trash and filth that they have no ears which will 
listen to the stiiry of God's hlcst abode for the saints over thcre. 
W c  ;arc persuaded, though, that you who listen in this day have 
h~ghcr aims and aspiratioris than to "w;tstc your substance in not, 
uus living." W e  point out ti1 you who huligcr amidst. the liusks ol 
thc world that "there is bread enough in the Father's house to 
spare." 

You callnnt get too much of Grd's Word! You may not he able 
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to digest all of it at once or cven much of it. But your capacity 
will increase as you continue to eat at the tahle ilf God, ;and soon 
you u d l  grow in grace and in the knnwlcdgc of Our  Lord! But 
first you must have a desire for that kind of fin~d. Crc;itc that 
desire this day. "The world has nothing new to give; it has no 
new, no pure delight. Oh, try thc way that Christians livc! Be 
saved, oh, tcuaight!" Today for all who arc hungry and thirsty, 
there comcs the call of the ages, "Come, fcir all things :Irk, rrady; 
ciime to th; feast!" Will you be amiing those who will hccolnc ;1 

child of God todxy? Then your hunger and thirst will have hecome 
a hlessi~ig indeed. 

THE PRIORITY COMMAND 

Jesus had just called a politician from his office as cnllecti~r of 
rcvcnuc, and requested the man ti, follow him. In h ~ s  gratitude 
for the favor hcstowed, the official made a feast for the prophet 
of Nazareth. He invitcd his former fellow.officers, as well as a 
grcat many who were looked upon as sinners by the Jewish reli. 
g n u  sects. Jesus sat down to eat with thc motley horde. The 
Pharisees stood like hungry wolves outside the happy circle, and 
lifted up their vniccs in carping criticism. Finally Jesus, with a 
touch of irony perhaps, turilcd and said unto them, "They that arc 
whole need not a but they that are sick. If ye had known 
what thc Scripture meant which says that God will have mercy 
and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless." 
Thus he taught tlae grand lessor1 that mercy is required above sac, 
rifice. It comes first! It has an A.1 priority in God's system of 
go:ovcrnnaent, and without that quality in your life, all (if  thc things 
you do f i x  the Lord arc absolutely w~lrthlcss. 

What  can wc infer from this statement? W e  know that sacri. 
fices were commanded undcr the Old Tcstamcnt. In what way 
does mercy take the precedence over such sacrifices? Let us sup- 
prisc that a man was on his way to the temple at Jerusalem, but 
as he goes along he hears the cry of an animal in distress and goes 
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to investigate. He hnds that an  ass or ox has fallen into a pit. 
God required that the man stop, cven if it  were upon the Sahbath 
day, and lift the animal out of its precarious positiuli. The Old 
Tcstam~mt specifically provided that even if n bird fell from its 
ncst, a pcdcstrian must stop and place it safely hack in its haven 
of refuge before prc~cecding. Even if hc did not get to  the temple 
service at all, he was icquired to show such an act nf kindness. 
What g,x,d would it do to go and offer up<m the altar of the 
Lord if one had turned a deaf ear to the piteous cry of suffering 
hy the way? 

That samc t l i~ng holds true today! God expccts His commands 
to he ohcycd, hut mercy must curne first in discharge of our duty. 
If I am on my way to  thc service of the church, and a man comes 
runnin: to ask my aid because h s  mother is dying, I must turn 
as& and show ccjmpassion, and thus demonstrate that the religion 
whcli I preach is alsil a matter of practical service. If I refuse to 
slic~w mcrcy to others, I have no right to expect murcy from Cod. 
As a m;~ttcr,c,f.fact, God cannot show mercy to an unmerciful 
person and still he God, for this is contr:iry ti> His nature and 
principles of just~ce. 

Mercy 1s ~mp,irt;tnt! Soiiic ol' the most powerful stories which 
the Sariur used for illustr:~tii>n arc centered anlund t h s  thought. 
Take tlic cast of the man whi, went do\\m to Jericho, and fell 
;~nrun!; thicvcs, wliii stripped him of raimcnt, and wounded him, 
Icaviiiz 111111 half-Jcad. A certain ,,nest went down that trail, hut 
whcn he s;tw the man, lie passed hy nn the othcr sidc. Then a 
Lcvitc ills(i W C I I ~  ;tl<lng thc raid,  aiid whcn he saw the victim, he 
came ;and limked upon him, and then he too passcd on hy, without 
cxtcnding cven first aid, much less seccind or third aid. A t  last 
the despised S;tmarit;in came, hut when he saw the wounded man, 
hi. had ci~mp;~ssion on him and ministered to his needs. Now, 
friends, the prlest ; ~ n d  Lcvitc were the religious leaders of the day. 
Thcy stood heforc thc pcilplc alid preached to thcm, taught them, 
and cxhilrtccl then1 to serve Gild. They were the clergy rrf  that 
day, and to them the world lookcd for spiritual guidance. But they 
miserably failed in the test of human kindness, ; ~ n d  the struggle 
ti) he just! 
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O f  course if this case had been reported to  thc l~i>llce at Jcrichc 
they would not have bothered the priest, neither wuuld thcy have 
arrested the Lcvite. Thcy would havc m;idc a search for the r o b  
hers but would llever have constdered t a k ~ n g  thcsc respected reli. 
gious leaders into custody, Yet in this story, Jesus puts those men 
in ~ l l r  sarllu calrgory with ~ l l c  robbers. I l c  111aki.s no dis~i~ict ion 
hetween them. A t  thc bar of God's judgnicnt thcy will stand tun, 

demned with the cines who hext ;and hcittered the man and took his 
p~isscssions. There are many today who gc, tri church regularly, 
who givi. of their rnoni,y tn silppnrt rhc p r ~ a c h l n g  of thc gospcl, 
who m ; ~ k c  long and lriud prayers, but who will stand with the 
prlest, the Levite and the n~hhcrs  in tlic last day, , ~ n d  for the s,lmc 
reailn. Thcy have learned the meaning (if sacrifice, hut thcy have 
never learned the significalice of mercy. 

T h e  religii~n of Christ consists of a dual rcsponsih>lity. It car- 
rlcs with i t  an ohligatiim to survc God ;and help our fellowme~l. 
Herc is the Scriptural definition thcrcnf, "Pure religion ;and u n d c  
fiicd bcfiirc Gild and the Father is this: tu visit the fatherless and 
wid( i i~s  in tliclr afllictiun, and ti, kecp hilnirlf unsp<rttcd from thc 
world" (Jamcs I : ? 7 )  One may bc mor;illy clc;in, hu t  if lic docs 
niit help those who arc nccdy ;and shilw mcrcy t c  the dcititutc, hc 
1s liot a C11rist1;in. A g u n  the record says, "If ;i hn~t l i e r  or s1stt.r 
he n.~kcd, or destitute i ~ f  d;tily foorl, ,ind iinc iif  ycio s;iy until tlicm. 
Depart in peacc, he ye w;lrnicd and filled: t iotw~thst ;~ndl~ig yc g ~ v c  
thcm ilot those things which arc ~icedful  to thc hr,dy; wh;it dotli it 
ixuf i tT  (J;inies 2 :  I s ,  16).  Uii you know of ;r hcttcr p,lss;igc to 
F ~ I ) \ V  tlic d i t i c renc~  hctwecn empty proicssinli , ~ n d  thc pr;~cticc ot 
Christian virtue! 

In that pattern tor praycr which the M;istrr t;iught HIS disciples, 
yini recall that hc inserted the phrase, "Firrgivc us iiur trcsp:lsscs, 
as we f i~rg i rc  those who trespass ;against us." The11 H c  states, 
"For if ye forgivc not thi>se wlio trespass ag;~inst y ~ l u ,  ncithcr will 
M y  Hcavci~ly Fbthcr Ciirgivc you your trccp;isscs." T h e  forgive 
liess of HC:LYCII t ~ w a r d  each id us is cond~tiilllal. I t  is h;iscd upon 
thu quality of mercy which we sliiow to thoac about us. Have you 
licard of thc wnm;in who went tli thc hutchcr to huy a iirrond of 
stcak? He gave her short wclght, as was his ncf.tn~,us custom. 
W h c n  he handed her the meat, he askcd hcr to bring him a pilund 
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uf huttcr next day. She did so, and he thrcw it [rn the scales, 
exclaiming, "M;ad;im, this 1s unly thlrtecn ounces of huttcr." T h e  
woman rcplicd, "I do not kiiow ahout that. I lost the piiund weight 
from my scalcs, sij I just used the steak which you gave me as a 
halancc." Y<,u \vi11 receive in the last day the judgment that you 
metc out L C  iithers in  this day. If yiiu wcrc weighed ;lg;iinst the 
mercy you 1l;~ve m;rnifastcd in your life, what would hc the rcsult? 
To,, ilftcn, a ,e  exl>cct mcrcy fnjm othcw, withciut manifesting it  
~rursclvcs. Llstcn tci the illustratii>n Christ givcs <if that.  

A ccrt;iln klng ;asked for ,In ;acciiuntlng friirn all his scrv;ants. It 
\v.rs flllllld thiit i )~ic  owcd ~ C I I  thousillld t i~lel~ts ,  iui iinlilunt so l;rrgc 
ih ;~ t  it could not liossihly he pa ld  T h e  king rirderlrd him s~i ld into 
sl;ivcry tok:cthcr with hi5 V J I ~ C  :ind chil<lri~n Hi, ftlrthiw ilcrn:~~,di~rl 
c<infisc;itio~l i d  ;dl his ~ r u p c r t y  ti) apply on thc dcht. T h c  servant, 
hc;lnng thlr decrce, c.rmc ;and fell dowri hcfurc the mastcr, and 
\vilrshippcd him, s;iyllig, "H,rvc mercy, lord, and I will pay thee.'' 
Then thc master \%is mciizcd with crrmp;ission, and loosed hi111 ;and 
cvcll forg;ivc lllm this tramendous daht. 

But th:at s;rmc scrv,rnt weill out a i d  iirund cine of his cornpan, 
I<lns ivhii i1\vcd him ;In ilrsignifis;i~lt ;unount. .ind he laid h.inds (In 
him, gr;tspin:. h ~ m  hp tlic tlini;rt, ;rnd dcm,~i~dinp  his mr , t~cy  W h c n  
~ h c  man liriitcstcd th:rt hc aluld licit pay, hc cxst hiin inti, prixin. 
Hut some of his felli~w.icrv;ints kncw ;il.out it  and they c,mmc ;rnd 
rcl;rtcd the inc~dcnt  ti, t h a r  liord. T h c  m;tstcr urns wr.ithful ~ ~ ~ l ~ a i  
114 licard it ;and c,~llcd thc first scrvant, s;iylng, "Thnu wicked rn,ln, 
I filrg:rvc the deht you ciivcd mc bcc,~usc you so dcs~rcd: shr~uld 
yilu lliit h;ivc h;id ciirnpassii>,r irn yiiur fellow-icrv.a!it, cven ;IS I 
had pity ill1 thee?" H c  thcn iirdcrcd the u~iincrciful n u n  turncd 
civcr to thc tcirmcnt which a\v;+itcd such chii~iicters. Ru t  the ;aplih- 
c;ttirin ( i t  this story tci us todiiy is found in the cllrsing word; (of 
thc S;ivior, "Sc l~kewise shall my Hc.a\,cnly Fathcr do alsri untc  
you, if y; from you7 Izenl-ts fiirg~vc not cveryonc his hriithcr thcil- 
tr~s1>asse"'S" (Matthcw I8 : 3 i ) .  

TIIC thing which will he nlilst misscd in hcll will he incrcy. I t  :s 
the thnng th.at men will cry fur first, :and thi, thing which they w ~ l l  
dcslrc thc must  W h c n  the rich man lifted u p  his eyes in hcll 



hc d ~ d  not ask fur water first, but rather h ~ s  cxc1ani;ition was, 
"Have mercy, Father Ahraham!" H c  who turned his hack upon 
thc cnpplcd beggar whose body was running with scircs now pleads 
for notice. H e  w h r ~  on carth would nut cast a crust of bread t11 
plead~ng mcndic;int now bcgs :s drop id w;itcr! But tnrment w;is 
his over there, hccausc hc had let othcrs be tormented over herc. 
Uriless we lcarn ti, share thc hountlcs rrf God with others on earth, 
H e  will not sharc HE etcrnal gr;rcc with us in hraveil. "Blessed 
.ire the merciful, for thcy sh;+ll o h t ~ i n  mercy." The key to God's 
mercy is in your hcart today. Unlock that  hcart ;ind lct other men 
share your love, and God will give y i ~ u  the riches of glory somc 
day. 

PURE IN HEART 

T h e  hcatitude which we .ire discussin? t o d ~ y  asserts, "Rlcsscd 
arc the purc i n  h e x :  for they sh.111 sce Gud." Nuw, the word 
"pure" really means "unmixed." So a pure heart is one that has 
no frirc~gn clcmc~lts to  truth mixcd in  with thc W o r d  of the Lord 
which is conraincd thereili. God has always denl'rnded of His 
peuple that they keep themselves free frilm c n t ~ n g l i n g  a1liallci.s 
with the world, that they hc ;i pure, scp;iratcd, consccr;itcd people. 

T h e  lesson of purity w ; ~  t.iught 111 v;inirus w.~ys under thc Olii 
Test;~rncnt dispensation. Fiir inst.incc, thc devout Jcw was not 
permitted to plant divers kinds of srcd; In thc samc plot (if gn,ond: 
he was not permitted ti) \war ;i garmant of minglcd wool and 
linen: he was r ~ o t  ;illi>wcd to brecd his cattle to anilther kind, for 
hybridizing w;is forbidden by thc law (if Moscs. Thus  the wmnS 
involved in admixture of two elcments which were not ;alike was 
cnnstantly brought home to  him. 

The prrlphcts cor~sidercd Gijd's pciiple as being gold or  silver, 
and the sins which they commlttcd were lookcd upcm ; ~ s  d m ~ s  
Thus  persecution was ciinsidcrcd ,i rcfil~ing fire, w h ~ i l ~  burnt tip 
;ind coi~sumcd the dross and left the people pure in heart. Thc 
great 13;rhyloni;in captivity which 1;istcd tor 70 yc;rrs w,is God's 



mc.ins rif dlivitlg ldidiitry lr0111 the minds 11f His chosen ones that 
t h c ~ r  wr,rship might he unmixcd ;and pure in  His sight. 

W e  havc the w,>rd "sincerc'~ used in connection with "hearts" 
from tirnc to t imc  I t  1s an intcrcsting wnrd. Originally it was 
from two words which taken together mean "wax free." I t  
lefcrrcd to hilncy that wns s t ra~ncd  ;and purified, with the bees' 
wax or hrincyc<>mh extracted. '1'h;rt left the honey purc o r  "sin. 
ccre." So it  is that ;I "sincere lieart" is one that has hcen purged 
i ~ i  cvcry elemcnt except thc truth of heaveti. I t  is only such a 
hcart that uv~ll gain xdmittancc ti, God. A hypocritical, in- '  stlicere, 
prctcntious pcrstln has 111, pmniise uf recognition hefore Gnd's 
throne. T o  all such Hc u71ll say, "Depart from Mc,  I ncvcr kneu. 
yrnl " I t  is milst inipiirtant then that we possess pure hearts in 
hcavcn's sight. 

I t  requires ;I strugslc to maint;un <lur  purity in thesc days i l i  

cvil, 2nd yet it is also true that thc greater the evil ;ibnut us the 
morc thc old wilrld nccds the testnnony of ,I pure life for Jesus. 
Oncc when I was hunting in thc swamps (if thc snutliland, the 
thought camc to mc thxt surely n mr,rc dislnal p l ~ c e  could not 
exist. T h e  watcr was stagn;rnt and firul, snakes slithcrcd off of 
liiw.Iiarig~ng tl-cc limhs, turtles plopped into the m;lrsh. All ;xriiund 
was dcsol;ition! Tl1c11 suddcnly ;IS I pushed my way through the 
tall cane th.tt w;ls growing si, thickly, I c.imc tri :L small i>p?n plari, 
It xras alivc with w;itcr lilies, purc and gleaming white. They 
s iun~cd to me as ;L symhr,l of iiur lives on c;lrth. W e  ~ i u i  r e m a n  
I ~ L I ~ C  eve11 amidst the imn>ol-;ility (if thc univcrsc. W c  can let our  
lives sbinc for Christ. 

Let us clintlnue to send fr,rth our idcals rcg;~rdless of what m:ty 
occur. Sometimes it may sccm that we are ribscurcd by thc greater 
w c ~ ~ l i t  (if sln and ungodltncss ;ihriut us, hu t  wc can still dri nor 
hcst! I rcc;lll a t n p  which m y  famtly ;+!id I made to the west coart 
of our ciiuntry rmic  W e  cat down on ;+ high rock bluff ahove thc 
c 1mmed1;rtcly hcl iw u s  a clc;ir river prlurcd into thc ocean. 
A t  high tide thc ocean covered u p  that  pure uvltcr and i t  was 
mixed with thc brine, hu t  always whcn the tide went dnwn, there 
it  was still sendinl: Ciirth that  purc watcr as hefnrc. It kept on 
flowing rcgardlcss of the consequences. W e  can keep on tcstifyini. 
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uf the value of a righteuus life, it makes no difference what ex tc r  
nal circumstances may confront us! 

Let us notice son]? of the things which wc must VXCISILIP from 
our  1 1 r ~ s  in (irdcr to  have pure hearts. T h e  first I mention is 
liyp<js,isy. W e  read, "Wherefiirc 1;lying .~sldc all malice, and all 
guile, hypocnsirs, and erivtes, and 211 evil spenklngs, as ncwbiirn 
hahes, desire the sillcerc milk irf the Weird, that yc may r i i w  
thrrehy' ( I  Pctcr 2 : 1 ,  ? )  A hypocrite is ilne whci prctends tu he 
something tliat lie knows hc is not. A s  long ,is wilful dccc~t  existi 
In ,I h u r t  that h u r t  iannclt he p l~rc .  Lct us hc careful to axi-ludc 
;dl pretencc fn,m our lives, .IS ui~hccorn~ng tci thc (;hrlstl;in p n r  
fessiot~. 

Another feature which renders ;r lleart iriipurc is :l love of world, 
liness. There ;Ire thmc who want tci hold ti) Cllrist with otic hand 
:ind t,, Sat.tn with thc other. Thcy attempt tci justify their co~lduzt 
In iert;iin things hy saying, "I really do not scc any h:rrm in  it..' 
Friends, i\'hcn yoti step t n t ~  ;r btorc to huY ;111 article yo11 \ ~ 1 1 1  
notice that it ;~lways h.is ,I tr,idcrn;irk. Every m.lnuf;ictur~nq i>rg,in 
izatlirn has a tradc111;lrk. The purpt>se of sucli tr to idcntify the 
originatur nf the irticlc. 11 scvms t,i me th.it S;it:in's tr,iilcmark 
is the 1;lhel " N c  h.rnn." 1 l~cvcr  knew a lpersilli nhc, \latited ti) 
d o  evil hut what he ;ittcmptcd to  justify thc pruccdarc hy dcil,ir. 
1 ' 1  don't sec ;any h;inn." 

Dut hcrc's u.h;~t the Bihlc s.~ys, "Lovc i~i,t the world, ricith~,~- tl1c 
things that are in  tlic u ~ i r l d .  If any man love ihc w<lrlJ, the love 
[if tlic Father is not in lrin~. For all t l i i~t is in tlic wi~rld,  the lust 
(if  the flesh, thc lust r ~ t  the cyes, ;uld the j i r l d ~  (if I I ~ c ,  1s im>t of the 
F;ltlier, but 1s uf thc wiirld. A n d  tllc w<lrld passcth ;iw:iy, .,nil thc 
lust thereof: hut hc that doeth thc will lit Gird ilhldcth fiircvcr-" 
(1 I 2 I 7 )  I t  1s ;rs truc ;as true c,rn he that Christ will 
not take a second pl;icc in y t ~ u r  lifc. He niust c~t l icr  occupy the 
thrc~nc niom in t h i  templc c i i  yciur lifc, 111- clse H e  will wit11dr.t~. 
It is essential therefore thxt yrjo hccd the ;iilrnonitic,n, "If ye then 
be risen wlth Christ, scek tlictse things which ;Ire ;~hiivc. S i t  YOUI 

; lffectii~~l (in things ;ihovc nrld liirt an  thlnys (in the cnrth" (Cr>l,,s. 
sl.lns .: : I ,  2 ) .  

o.., i i , ls~onally . w e  hc;ir pcrsr~ns who txlk .~hout  "worldly Chris. 
ti;~ns." I insist that therz is nil such t h ~ n g .  Even if siirneonc pc~ i l l s  
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i ~ u t  to  you one whom lie designates by such ;I title d o  not behcve 
it. Yuu have heard ;ahout thc old gentleman who went to the zoo 
for the first timc. Hc came eventually to the place where the 
rhinncer<~s was kept ~mprisc~ned. His eyes opcncd wider as he 
Iot~licd ;*I thc strange, ungainly, iinsshapen h a s t .  Finally, turning 
.>round, he shook hls head, and turning away, muttered, "It can't 
hc true. Tlrere is n o  such animal." A n d  I tell you that there is 
nil such thlng .is ;i worldly Christiiin. Thcrr  m;ly he and 1 know 
thcrc ;(re srrmc "\\.i,rldly churcli rnemhcrs." But if a niari is wcirldly 
hz is not a Christ~;in iilid ~f he IS il Christian he c,~nti(ot he wcirldly. 

1 really fccl t h , ~ t  most uf us could h;ivc purr Iii.;lrts, if it wcl-i, 
nrit fur thc fact that we are a f r a ~ d  of beiiig laughed at. If we 
could hrlng ourselves to the place where we hate clefil~mi.nt, \until 
we would he willing tn suffer the cuccrs and repmaches of the 
w~irld rathcr than hccomc g u ~ l t y  i ~ f  sln, we would win the victiiry. 
All of piiu have hcard of the ermine, that little anilnal which bas 
l'ur of perfect urliltc. This dainty little animal spends most of its 
tlmc cndcavi~ring ti> kccp that f u r  froin being soiled. T h e  instinct 
r i f  pnrtcctloii fnim defilement is so strring within it  that i t  will 
;ii.tu:illy suffcr capture rather than become dirty. Trappers knoir 
tlils, and t,ahe advantage of the fast. They smear the paths which 
the ennlnc travels with filth, ;and set t h c j ~  italw tir  ~ l i u  sidc of thc 
paths. Tlic ;in~ni;al in ;in ;ittcmlit to kecp itsclf unspotted, falls iiitij 
rhc tr;ips. 

I t  is ,r p i r t  of pure ; ~ n d  itndcfilcd religion to keep unspotted 
tram the world. Tc, dci tlils one must not mcrcly lravc an  aversiori 
r i ,  \\,riing hut he ~iiust hate it- h a t e  it  wlth every fihcr of his moral 
hc~ng.  Christ liatcs cvil. H e  said L ~ J  ;I certain church, "This thrlu 
li:ist, that th<iu h.itcst the dccds of  tlrc Nicolaitancs, which I ,ilsu 
h ~ t u '  (Revelat~i ,~i  2 : 6 )  Judc says in his epistle, versc 23 ,  "Others 
s,avc with icar, pulling them out of the fire: hcitlng even the g a r  
ment siiotted by the flesh." Di, yrltl drtcst sin' D o  you despise it? 
Or do you sit dnd sigh that you cnnnot indulge in it, because you 
.Ire tioiv a professed Christian? T h e  grc;rt apiistle Paul said he 
siountcd his past life a loss; t i 1  liim it was as dross which had i l u i ~ g  
to the gold, that had ti) he purged bcforc thc gold could shine out 
in its pure brilliance. Do you consider the days you spent in sin 
that way? 
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Heaven is a prepared plass for ;t prepared people. Christ has 
gone to prepare the place; it is up to yilu to prepare yourself to 
dwell there. Nc one else can do that for you! You have a choice 
ti, make! On  one sidc is the world with its allurements ;and pleas. 
ures: r l n  the other is the pure life of a child of God. What  1s 
your choice? "Blessed are the pure in l~eart, fur thcy shall see 
Gild." Will you hc amonx that number, when the saints gc 
111:~rshing in? 

THE PEACEMAKERS 
W e  feel that it is v z v  appropriate indeed to discuss with yciu 

the Uct~titude which we h;~ve sclcctcd for tnday. It reads, "Blcssed 
;Ire the pcace~nakcrs: fur they shall he iallcd the childrcn of God.'' 
Thp \w,rld u,llich has hrcn involved in such a cruel struggle is 
l ~ o w  turning its n i~nd ti2 the suhjcct <if peace. Thcrc is increasingly 
less talk about ;trm;~mcnt, .ind more on the topic of postwar plan. 
nmx! It IS casy to pl.ln ;i ivar! It is difficult sonictimc ti, plan ;i 

I;lstln!: pc;~ce. Any hot.hc,tdcd fool can c;luse strifc, hut peace 1s 

tbc rcsult iof  calm, dcl~ber;itc, sincrrc and humble thinking. 

Hcfiirc wz pr<>cccd further, lct's alnsider wli,rt this s t ,~ tcmri~t  ui  
Christ docs n o t  s;~y. It docs nr,t ti.;tch "Blcsscd ,Ire thc pace. 
makcrs." You know, thcrc arc crrt,tjn i inci, i:vr.n in tlic church, 
\\rho arc not alntcnt tli work unlcss thcy can set the pee. They 
want tci hc leadcrs, and if thcy cannot hc, they refusc to do ;my. 
 thin^, crccpt grumhlc ;ind criticize those who are dirccting things. 
A short time   go, I knew (if a yiiung man in .i certain church in 
South Missouri whc served tlot~sc on the lc;idcrship that he did 
not \\,ant to he placcd on thc program amrther time. When askcd 
111s reaaln, he declared th ;~t  lie thought the leaders were liart~al. 
On a certalli occasion they had called (in aniithcr to umrk twice 
before giving him an opp~~rtuniry.  Thus he was serving ~liiticc 
that he wouldn't work at all, unlcss hc aluld work in his own wiy. 

Many who aspirc to leadership have few qualities c<rmmcnding 



them for the piwtio~i. Yct cl~urclies liave hcen hrr~ken up, factions 
h;rvc hcen started, l~vcs havc been ruined and a,uls doomcd because 
of thc jealousy, envy and gencrt~l "littleness" of many who will not 
run unless they s;ln set the pace. Indeed it  is t rue that such arc 
not pe;icurnakers, hut rather thcy are ' p ~ r c r s  makersm-making 
pieces of the church which Christ died for.  

Tlic B~hle docs nut authonzc us tu te;icIl t1l.i~ 1,c.Lce is [if prime 
irnprirt;incc! Thc doctrine of "peace a t  any price" is not ;I Scrip. 
tural doctnnc. A s  A m a t t c ~ o f  fact tllerc 1s something whicll must 
,ilways precede Scriptural peace, and with,,ut it, that lieace w ~ l l  
not hc lasting or cndurinz. That  romethrng i s  "purity." W e  rcad 
in James 3 :17, "The wisdom that is from abovc is first purc, then 
I~caceal~le." Thus  therc arc ccrtain things worth more than peace. 
P.3trii.k Henry, in hls stirrinz prcRevoluthinary speech before 
the Hilust of Burgcsscs, asked the qucsti,in, "Is lifc so dear, o r  
pcacc so sweet, as to  hc purchased with chains and bondage?' Hc 
kllcw that liberty was uwrth more than peace. So is purity in 
Grid's sight! A n d  that is why the Churches of C h n s t  cannot unite 
In compnimisc with many others who claim o r  contend they are 
striving for thc same thinfs as u2e contend fijr! There is a rast 
difference hetween securing a just peace and reaching an  unjust 
rilrnproniisc. 

P a c e  is not ncccssnrily "tolerance." Wc 11c;ir that word used 
iivcr and over again in  these days. Those who st;tnd out against 
evil, who nphr,ld the Scriptural discipline taught in  the Bihle, who 
feel that the church should withdraw its fellowship from adulter, 
crs, drunkards, idiilaters and other evildiiers are ;iccused of being 
intolrrant. Well ,  fricnds, Jcsus was the "Prince rif Pe.tci." and 
yet Hc was onc of  the most intolerant persons who ever stilod on 
rarth, when it came to i n .  I t  is true that H e  was compassionate, 
kind and fr~rgiving. But H e  held no hrief for sin. H e  hated sin 
whilc H c  had mercy on the slnncr! W h e n  His disciples cams and 
told Hini that thc Pharisees u7erc offended a t  one of His remarks, H e  
said, "Let them ;tlonc, thcy he blind, leaders of the blind. A n d  if 
the hlind lead the blind they will both fall intri the ditch together." 
Hc indictcd the religious leaders of His day for devouring the 
inheritances rif widows, then making long prayers for a pretence. 
H e  called ccrtain mcn willves, foxcs, dogs and swine, because they 



p~ssessed and nianifcstcd the characteristics of brutes. He was 
not a compromiser, and those whn follow K s  recipe fur peace 
cann(it afford to ilegotiatc a peace which will pl;~cc them in the 
light of having disregarded God's pr~nciples. 

Wc must always remember that before we c;ln bring peace to 
irthers wr must he at peace with God, resting securely on His 
prorniscs. You recall tli;it a f c a  wceks ago riur American boys 
fighting in Italy entered the city uf Florence, famed throughout 
the world for its hcautiful trcasurcs of ar t .  In a certain place in 
that city t w ~ i  plcturcs hung side hy side. One portrayed a stormy 
sea, with its !aslun%, rolling, hcxving waves, and with black c!ouds 
;and i~niir~i>us btrcaks (if l i~htnlng flashing across thc sky In the 
midst of the tossing waters was seen a hurnan face, we;inng an 
cxprcssion of ;agony and thc dcepcst despair. The other picture 
alsii presents a sea as fierce in its stormy depths and with the same 
dark cli)uds: hnt ~ ~ u t  of the midst of the billows a rock rises, 
qa ins t  which thc water dashes in vain. In a clcft of the rock can 
bc seen growing tufts of grass, while swcct flowers arc nodding 
their fragrant hcads. In thc midst of these a dove is portrayed 
sittilig calmly on her nest, quict and undisturbed by the wild fury 
irf the storm. The first plcture is called "Distress" and aptly 
depicts the ci~ndition of the world of mankind when hope is gone 
and desliair comes surg~ng inti] the soul Rut thc othcr is called 
"Peace" and it appropriately demonstrates the serenity of the 
Christian, at pc;ri.e with Gud and his felliiwme~l. Thc s;lme wave 
may heat against hlm, the tempest may roar and the lightning 
flash, hut he is czllm, as he ncstlcs in the bosom of the "Rock of 
Ages." 

It is easy t ~ i  attam peace if both partics will agree to be go". 
crned by thc nil1 of the Lord. I am sure you have all heard of the 
statue which stands in the mountains between Argentina and 
Chile---a huge figurc uf the Christ. These twc countries wcrc 
about to go to war over a narrow strip of land. They were finally 
persuaded to submit the case to arbiters from other nations w h < ~  
wiluld art as a a~mmittee ti, make peace. When they had finillly 
reached a non.aggressic~n pact, the armies ilf both sides melted 
their weapons and made this huge statue of Christ, erecting it  nn 

thc horder of their crruntrirs, hlgh in thc mountains. It was 
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unveiled and dedlcatcd ur W ~ ~ r l d  Peace on March I:, 1904. On 
the monument these words are inscribed: 

Sooner shall these mountains crumble into dust than 
Argentmeans and Chileans break the peace to which 
they have pledged themselves at the feet of Chnst. The 
Redeemer. 

The first act thcrcfare r ~ f  a is ti) be ccrtam that hc 
1s at peace with God: then he should attempt to bring others to a 
recognition rlf thc s<)vereig~~ty of God. Unless wc realize that 
thcrc is a higher powcr which will some day c:dl us into account, 
our acts and deeds will he solely thc products of our i ~ w n  wisdom 
and ctinscicncc, and there will of necessity he conflicts, and peace 
ulll dcpart. James asks, "Fri~m wherlcc come wars and fightings 
among you? come thcy not hence, cvcn of ynur lusts that war in 
your members?" (Jamcs . ) : I ) .  I t  is thc duty of the peacemaker 
ti) strip the garments from the lust that wells within us to cause 
stnfc, ;ind lct us sce thc rc;rs<>n for strife ucve;rlcd in :a11 its naked 
ugliness, that we may flee from it! 

Figliting rcprcscnts ;in effect. For cvery effect in thc world 
there must be :r cause! Thc duty of the peacemaker is nrit unly tn 
bring about a cessation uf immediate hostilities, but to go further, 
and dig deeper, and to remove thc causc. Otherwise the work done 
will he only transitory. If a well has poison water, it will do nn 
good to paint the pump! The Bible does not say, "Blessed are 
those wh~ch arc wh~teu.;rshcd"; but rather, "Blessed arc thr~sc who 
wash themselves white in the blood iif the lamb." Peacemaking is 
not the art 11f coverilig up;  but the art u l  rcvcali~rg It requires 
understanding. .r scnse of humility, a spirit of love. 

The fact that peacemakers arc to be blest docs not give you a 
clear right.of.way to mix in every fuss that con~cs up, just because 
you think yiju may have the skill ti) settle it. I'm sure y ~ u ' v e  
heard of thc neighbor whii attempted to reconcile ;I quarreling h u ,  
band and wife, only to have both of them turn on him and corn. 
Line their forces to heat him up! Rut when you are called upon 
ti, act as at1 arbiter, remember to do it impartially, withi~ut hias 
rir prcjudicc. Havc the best interests of both hclligerents at heart 



and strive to place yourself in the position of each. Then you'll 
be able to fathom the rcason for the gricritnce in bilth cases. 
Above all, realize that we are [in earth trxi short a timc tn spend 
~t 111 quarreling, bickering and fighting with each other. Let's makc 
~ C K C  with each other, rather than make picccs out of c;ich 11thi.r. 

SALT OF THE EARTH 

Lhd you evcr hear the expression that "Su,;~nd,si~ is not wrirth 
his salt"? I an1 surc you have! But d,i you know hlw that o r i ~ i ,  
nated? 1 w,lnt to tell you. It comes down to us from the :~ncient 
days of Rome. A t  that timc s;~lt was ;i scarcc ;ind valuahlc a m -  
modlty. Suldiers werc not p i d  in cash, hut instead they were 
handed a bag rif salt. Wc have ;r word in ciur 1;inguagc tod;ry, 
with which most of us .ire familiar, t h ~ t  c.mc fnlm that pr;rctice. 
It is the word "salary." Notice thc first three letters--..a-1. Thc 
word means "p;~ymcnt in salt." That whish wc purchasc ill boxes 
for common tahlc use today was of immensc wcrrth in llvz days 
uf Christ. 

Perhaps He h;id that in mind when Hc dcslarcd that His disci- 
ples \*.ere the "salt of the earth." If you ;arc a Christian today, 
you are precious in the sight iii God. Your vcry character is of 
Immensc value to Him, and you should cherish rightcuus living for 
that reaxin. I relnemhcr that onc of the New Testament writers 
s;iys, "Lct your adornment be thr hidden Inan of the hcart, in 
that which is not corruptible, cvc11 the ornamcnt of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price" (1 Peter 
. 4 )  So Christians arc called "c;llt" becausc ilf  their prcciousncss. 

Too, it must he recalled that in thc days when our Savior was 
upon the earth, they had no antiseptic solutions as we can buy at 
any drug store or corner grocery today. When men were wounded, 
they realized the value of purifying the sore, for they had learned 
that if neglected, a gangrenous condition u ~ ~ u l d  certainly result. 
But there were no patent medicincs available to them-they had 



neither sulfa drugs nor lienicillin. Virtually, the only thing wh~ch  
the ancients knew or was salt-and when a man was wounded on 
the field of hattlc, thcy drew out the spear or suvrd and tiarnpcd 
thc gash in his body with that substance. And whle  i t  makes us 
grit our tceth to think of tlie suffering which must have been 
ctitailed as thc salt came in contiact with the open wound, we arc 
fclrccd t i 1  ;admit that it scrvcd its purpose ;and no doubt saved many 
lives. 

Christ1,ans exist o n  c;rrtli for tlic same reason today-spiritually 
spc;iking of course. It is tlie duty of every child of God to make 
the wilrld ;I bcttcr placc to live in. He is a consta~it bulwark 
against the spread of evil arid sin. If Christians cease to hold out 
against sin, it will become a tidal wnve to sweep the world into 
obl~vion. But 1s it tiot amazing that ;I grc;it many who profess to 
IIWC the Lmd ;are tryin!: ti, patter,, their lives a s  nearly a i  much 
as pc~ssible after the world? Think of the members of thc church 
tiidcry who arc swept off their fect by all the absurd, ridiculous, 
cr;l;y fashiiins u,liich are invented. In spite of the injunction that 
.IS hecometli thusc profcss~ng godliness, we are to dress modestly, 
thcrc arc many who cater to the lust,inspired, Hollywood~invented, 
dcmoralr:i~ig f;ishi~ins that make them appear silly, and a laughing 
stock fur s;tnc.m~nded indrvrduals whilst minds arc not in  thc 
guttcr. 

How many mcmhcrs of thc cliurch think they c;rn chase around 
at night clubs, wlning and dining thc hilurs ;Lway, never preparing 
fnr dcath and cternity which is to follow! The theciters are filled, 
places of \vl.ilrldly amuscmcnt are crammcd and packed to capacity 
\wth tlirlse who take a fling with the devil on Saturday night and 
arc tnn sleepy ti! try and go tn the Hriusc <if God on the first day 
of thc ivcck! How feu. thcrc arc who really have the courage of 
t hc~r  co~ivrctliins! Hclw few call s.ty "No" to the crowd and say 
~t cmph;itically! Most (if us arc like dumhdrivcn cattle, we arc led 
to thc sl;iughter id our  souls, just because the c n w d  was headcd 
iti that way. Unlcss we gct hack ti, s;inc, sensible, sirher Christr;an 
I~villg, what will therc be tc purify thc world? Jesus says, "If thc 
salt have lost its strength, thcn hriw ail1 the earth be affected for 
rigliteousncss? Such salt is no longer good, but is fit orily to he 



c s t  c i ~ ~ t ,  and thi.re trorldrn i l i ~ d i ~ r  toot hy thc p:~sscrshy." I won. 
der if you got that statement? Did you notice those words "cast 
r~ut"? I t  is possible for those who once were r e c ( ~ ~ n i z e d  as salt 
; ~ n d  excrted a good influence tc li~sc their s p i r i t u ~ l  strength and 
he cxst out!  SO tlle second way in wli~cli Chriti:ins ;,ti. like s,ilt 
1s in  thclr purifying powers! 

I rather surmise that mtiny irf my l is t t t l~rs  this day :Ire it1 the 
cc,ulitry. Aiid perhaps most o i  thosc whii listcn in the city arc 
from thc country, and wish they wcrc back thcre. In tiny event, 
when 1 trll you about this next event, yiiu will .,I1 bc fanii1i;~r with 
~ t .  I)(, you rcmcnihzr "butchering day" on thc hm77 1 do! I t  
was always Preceded by a sort of hurricd expectancy, wlicl~ wc 
l ~ v c d  (111 the f a rm  T h e  cvcning befi~rc, Dad took pains to get 
cvcrytll~ng rcady ;rnd in shape f i x  thc ncxt d.iy. And when th;it 
dny i.;tmc, everyotic was u p  C R I ~ ~  SO the churcs c(iuld he ~ O I I C ,  illld 
brcakiast dldles clc;~rcd axvtiy crc thc neighbors c.~nic to hclp in 
~ l i c  t;wk Now, I r c ~ ~ ~ c m h e r  distinctly that one of the importrint 
~ t c m s  ;~lw.iys ncccss;i;iry in the 11;indling ; ~ n d  curing ,if thc ~ n i ~ i t  
was d t .  W h y ,  Jir yilu ; iskl  Hcc,iaii, ..,It \v;w ; i  r c ; i t  prcs~rv~itivi.! 
In  the d .~ys  whcn cmh;ilming w;ii unk~~invl , .  or- ~mpr.~ctic;il  hi.t.iurc 
I I ~  its I;ick <>I dcvcliipmi~nt 3s yet, cvcn l ium.~n  Ixrdlcs ivcrz r;ickc<l 
l i r  .;,It trl gu;tr;intcc thcir prcser~;itioli d u r i n ~  thi.ll- tr;~n.pcll.t.lticl~~ 
frtirn i i~ r c  l,l.lct, L o  .inr,thl-r. 

Now, Christi;irns ;~lsi, cnzrt n prcscrving irifluzrncL: npon the 
, I  T I  I t I t s I I i t h ~  

h u ~  hcc.iu~i. i j i  tlir rqhtc~,us~icss  id thc i c ~ v !  The v,~luc 
.I nchtctiui iifc c.tnnirL hc i.st~rn;ltcd hy m. in  E Y ~ I I  Ji.,us s.ud, 
" W h , ~ t  1s :i m;in priifitcd, if hi. qi in  thc \vhol~. ~vrrrlil .~nrl  lc,sc l ~ i i  

1 Thus we can scc tli;it r,nc srrul i wnrth mml-c rh;in .ill 
thc t,;irtli and its mighty u.cirks. Call back over the p;tges of sacred 
history, ;xiid note the t ~ m c s  when riglitccius mc11 and \T.r.rlmcn pre. 
scrvrd tlie i . .~r~l i ,  131 LII.LL lwriion of it  uprin wl~iclh they livcd. 

H,d it not hcun for  tliu iliflucncc of  i:~ght r~ghti,iriti pcr$t>ni .,I 

thc time of the flood, thc world of manki~id wciuld hart hccn cant. 

T>letcly ohlitcrated But bcc;~usc of the consttincy of one n ~ ; i ~ i .  
who was perfect in hls generations and whu walked with Cod, thc 



\iorld was sparcd! Take the case of Sodc,m and Gomorrah, xt the 
tlme of thclr impeliding dcstruct~on because of their tcrriblc wick- 
cd~icrs. Ahr,+ham, knowiug chiit his nephew lived in those cities, 
plcadcd for thcir preserv;itlon. God told him that if ten righteilus 
people cxistcd therein, the whulc ;area would be s.ivcd because of 
their livcs. But they amid not he found,  ; ~ n d  firc and hrimstonc 
raincd iron, heaveti in lust rctrihtltion tor thc ungodliness th;lt 
axistcd 111 ihc pl;~ins of Jord;i11. 

When B;il.a,am ;~ttcmptcd to curse Israel, ;and his cursiny \v,lrds 
t u r ~ ~ c i l  ti, hlcssuigs lu his mouth, hi. conccivcd a method by which 
Gird H ~ ~ , ~ i c l i  would h~ forccd t,i destroy His l > ~ ~ ~ p I e .  He t;iuqht 
B:ilak to lil;tcc the fairest of the fiirc~grl women 111 i ront  ~i the 
c a n p  rrf 1sr;rel tlixt they might scducc thc men of Israel to worship 
thcir f.aIs1: gods, .and how bcforc thcir idols. Gild sent a pl;iguc 
iipiin rhc pcoplc ;inil thi. ramp w;rs r;avaged by it. But  Phinchxs 
the soti of the pricst, by his o>iisccr;atii,i~ t i r  God, s ~ v e d  Israel t1i;tt 
I .  God ;~ck~i~ii\ , lcdqcd tli;rt the zc,~l ilf Phinchas hat11 s,i\,ed 
I s  t i  I .  Tlie zc;il nf u ~ i c  m;iti \\,hc, loved the Lord s;wcd 
thc ivla~lc iiiligrcg;itxin, ; ~ n d  st;iycd thcir punishment. 

T o  be ; I  I X C ~ ~ ~ V I I ~  ~nllueiiic, Christians must h; iw tlic s t rcngh  
i,i thclr r<lnvlctlilni. Thcy c;int~or s.irc tlii. u.irrlii h y  c<itlll>~i>iltls~l~i: 
wltli it. Tliu? m n t  cry  loud ;ind sp;iuc nrlt thc evils irdulgcd in 
I I I I t !  Rut yct, i t  must hi. ~ c i ~ i l l c d  t11,lt s,t11 
h,is : x ~ ~ o t l ~ c r  q i ~ ; ~ I i t ~ .  one cvcn "lore ~ ~ ~ i ~ v c r s , ~ l l y  rccogni=,d ~11,lti 
tliosc p r t ,v~o~~s ly  rcfcr~wd t o  l t  1s to 111:~kc OIK ~ l , ~ ~ l y  food n ~ : ~ r < ,  
t ~ l l  1 I I ,  I ,  c I p,irt.ikc of ~t n i t h  C I I ~ I I ~  

lncnt ,ulcI  i.~lst.~tosy I ~ I C . L S I I ~ C .  

1 .im 5ilri. tIi.<r I spi..ik the t ruth \r!>cn 1 ;ifirm t h t  C h r ~ t i ~ n ,  
,JP,, to ,<Iv 117;)kt: t l ~ c  \vorld ;L h,,ticr pl,icc 1x1 ~ ~ h i c l i  to c x ~ ~ t  by 
l p ~ ~ i n t u ~ ~  out tlic t ~ m c  l > l c , ~ s ~ ~ r c  il>;tt < a l l  ( 1 5  11s shoul~l  rc,ioicc to p;ir, 
I 1 .  I t  is i ~ r  duty tir tl;ivor ;xnd sc:l,r,n rh; livas c i i  tlioic 
; ~ h r ~ u t  u; rlntil t h q  will dc.l-~vc I > I ~ . a ~ i ~ ~ . ~  r;~tlic,r th.l~i Ccnrrow 11.0111 

living. Thcrc .irc i11i)si. whi> ;IIC sick ;ind liccd ti) hc irimiorted: 
those ivhil ;ire wcxk iind I I C C ~  C I I Z O U ~ I I ~ C I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~  thmc wh(1 drc lllldcr 
tlic sh.idom of ;I c l i~ud 111 iIlscrrnr;igcmcnt. ; ~ n d  nccd tci have thc 
iu~lsliinc of God's lrivc Bcam iritil tlicir 11c;irts. J n t  as the salt 
f lavi~rs the f ixd  ive partake uf, so shi111ld we suck thc chalic? of 



helping those about us to attam to hlgher joy. And just as the 
salt must lase itself in that which it seasons, so we must also k>se 
ourselves in service to others. Let us not call attentiun to ourselves 
hut to Christ the Lamb of God, and let us point a sorrowing 
w ~ ~ r l d  to Him, who loved us and gave Himself frir us. 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
The ,iricient Persiaus worshipped as thcir chref gnd :I deity whom 

they called "Mazda." You will recognize the name, because it 
has hccrime the trade designation for ccrtaili light bulbs. It is a 
very apt trademark too, for it means "light." But the ;mcient 
Persia~is were not the only ones who glorified and worshipped light. 
;is :i god. Almiist every othcr nation h;is do~ie the same, at some 
stiigc in its history. The sun god " R E  was prominent among the 
Egypti;ins, and cven thc Hehrcws whcn they ;ipi~statizcd from the 
(me true God, ho\~,cd down hcfi>rc "Shemesh" as the sun was called 
In their language. 

Wc ;a11 acl\nowlcdgc uur debt tri light. The univcrsc ciiuld not 
cslet without it. The sunshine aids crcrything th;it grows and the 
c:+rtl> \voulii hi-rilrni a void if thc sun werc Icing eclipsed. Just ;as 
the rn.itcrial world rcquires light, si, does the sp~ritu;tl. And Jesus 
is thc cliirf lumiriary of that realm. Of him i t  u7;ts declared, "In 
H I ~ I  was lifc, aud the lifc was the light ,if men. . . That 1s thc 
true light, which Iightcth every man that cometh into the world" 
(John 1 :4, 9) .  Upon a certain occasion when a multitude assem 
hlcd about Him, Jesus remarked, "I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth Mc sli,ill not walk i11 darkness, hut shall h,ivc tlic 
light of life" (John 8:12). Thercfcire, coming ti, Jesus is the 
cquivaleut ul cr i~~l i~lg  tu [he liglit. We wiluld think that ;ill men 
wiluld he anxious to do this. 

A number of years agu, the papers werc fillcd with accounts (if 

thc attempt made to relcasc a man from a cave. In his hunting 
2nd exploration he had crawled hack into a previoiisly u~iexplorcd 
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care, and his ICE had br ru  pnuleil by  a falling rock. Now, that 
m;m, Floyd Culltns, died there in  the darkness of that cave. But 
supposc after scveral weeks in t1i;lt darkness his iiltcrestcd helpers 
had bcrn ahle to rclcasc him and hrmg him ti, the light. W h a t  
wiluld you have thnught, if under such circumstances, lie had 
turned and immediately dashcd hack intri that black interior? 
Surely you wiiuld rcason that he had Iijst his mind in his imprison 
m ~ m t !  Yet, do you not know that there are niilliiins today whc 
spiritually to walk in darkness rather than ill light? W h a t  
15 the reason for such action? 

W e  turn to J<,hn 3 : l 9 ,  and find this, "And this is thc con. 
dcmnatiiin, that light is ciimc intc the world, and men love dark, 
ness rather t h ; u ~  light, ~ C C ~ I I S C  t l ~ e t ~  deeds are emf. For evcryonc 
t11;1t diictli cvil hatcth the light, nc~thcr  corneth ti> tlie licht, lest 
his deeds sllrruld hc rcpnlvcd." 

Niiw, Chnst  thc l ~ g h t  of thc wiirld as liin!: :ts H e  rcmaincd 
in it. That  is, H e  was the light of the world d ~ r e c t l y .  But H e  
ri,tllil nilt aIw,tys n.m;\in (in rarth, therefor? Hr said, "Yet a little 
while is the light w1t21 you. W a l k  whilc ye have the light, lest 
darkness cimc upon you: fr,r 11c that walketh in darkness knoweth 
not whither hc g,icthm (John 1 2  : 3 F ) .  T h e  question naturally arises, 
" W ~ I I  1s the light of thc wiirlil now? Stl~cc Jesus is nr, longer 
(in earth, how, or through whom docs H e  shine? W e  can best 
answer th ;~ t  qucstlon hy hcziring Him in The Sermon on the Mriunt, 
as Hc spc.~ks to HIS  dlsc~plcs, "Yc arc the hght of the ivorld. A 
city that is set on an hill cannot he hid" (Matthcw 7:14). From 
this we lcarn t h i t  Je:us shincs today through our  lives and 11r;irts. 
W e  arc the ltght of thc \wirld. 

This docs nlrt mc.m th;it we h;~vc any piiwer ti] origin;~tc light 
of spir~tu;~l  truth, for \xZe have not. But there are two kinds of 
 light^--n;+tur;tl and rcflcctcd! W e  arc tlie rcflcctors of thc tcachin? 
of Christ. T l ~ c  world cannot see H t n ~  literally now, but if we live 
;IS H c  lived, then whcn thcy l~xik at us, they will sce a reflection 
of thi~sc yrcxt idc;~ls for which H e  lived and died. I t  is cssent~al 
that \x7c kccp those reflectors always polished, cir else the light \\,ill 



he in~pcrfcctly sent forth, or it will be d~storted and give forth 
an incorrect image. W c  must keep ourselvss unspotted from the 
world. If wc ;all<iw our  lives t c  he tarnished hy cont;lct with sin, 
there will he that much less rif the pure light (if tht- gospel ti) lead 
silnls tu the Master. 

Note also ttxit w c  rnust he ltke :i city that is set on a hill. This 
mcans several things. In thc first place such ;I city at night is 
clcarly visible from all sides. So the Christian must lct his good 
works radiate forth and act as a beacon to  all who may be lost, 
or floundering in the depths of sin. Have you evcr hccn driving 
in  ;i strange, wild country at night, hoping for ;I place tu stop and 
spend the rcmaindcl- of the darkcncd hours? You know how wel. 
conic is the sight of thc aura of l i ~ h t  which hctokcns the iact that 
yilu arc appruachilig ;I Lijwr~. Just so it  is that thc pllgritn who 
treads the riiugh road of this life t;lkes oil i ~ z w  hiqx when lie sees 
the Christian frlcrldlincss that emaliatcs fri~rii your hcart ; ~ n d  
lightcns the w ; ~ y  home for him. 

A city oil a hill is ,rlsil clcr;~ted. C h n i t ~ ; ~ n s  ;rrc tn live a h i ~ h  
and holy life. W e  ;ire not to  livc our  allotted d ,~ys  in the swamps 
. ~ n d  1~iwl;riids of sln. Thcrc is as much need for yuu ti, live ;~hiive 
sin as there is for you ti] huild your liouse on  ;I good foundation, 
rather illail on a quaking m;~rsh. But it  is nnt casy tci scale the 
peaks of rightci>usness. I t  is much easier to llrift aimlessly through 
lifc, but it does n r ~ t  pay to pursue such a course of le;~st rcastancc. 
T h e  hilltops of life offer you greater pcrspcstive, provide for you 
.I richer, ~LIIIFI., inore ahundiint lifc. But rememher that 

The i~ezghts by great men, reached and kept. 
W e i e  not attatnzd by sudden flight: 

But they, while thew companions slept, 
W e r e  toiling u p u ~ a r d  through the night. 

It is truc that a city set in a valley might have just as many 
light" ;and thcy might he just as strong, ;is if the city wcn: perched 
,111 1 h i .  But wc arc forced to .ldmit that they umuld not have 
ncarly the scilpc (if influcncc as if the clty wcrc elevated above the 
surrounding pl;iin. Du not hc content ti, live a lilwcr lifc. Plant 
your fcet <in higher gninnd! 



A city [ln ;r hill is in  a purcr, clc;irer ;itniosphcrc! I rccall read. 
ing not long agu umccrning two pi,rti,ins (if thc samc triwi~. One  
was built upon ;I hil:h hill ;xh<rvc thc rivcr. Here a c n i  h r c r ~ e  was 
alu.;iys hl(iw111g and the ;iir was fresh. T h e  othcr portion of this 
tilwn nras huilt clcisc tc the rivcr hank and under the pnitecthm of 
the hill. But it  was rioted th;it those whii lived down near the 
water's edge were marc frcqucntly ill than the others. I t  seemed 
that typhoid arid m;tl;lria ravaged that pi~rtiim of thc town. A t  
I;i>t, it \v*s dctcrmincd that the causc (if t h ~ s  was the f;rct that miis, 
qultocs hred ill the stagnant h;ickw;rter, ;ind attackcd viciiiusly thrisc 
&.hi> lived ne;ir. h i t  they d ~ d  not huther the rcs~dcnts in the upper 
tow11 ~ C C ; ~ I I S C  thcr-c ~ I I C  wlnd . ~ n d  runsl.int dlaf t  WAS liot to tiicir 
llklng. 

W h c r r  .trc yiw living splntu,illy thrs d.ty? Havc you pltchcd 
your  i;inip  midst the st.lgn;rnt lini~ls ilf refuse of the world? A r c  
y l ~ u  dwcllilig \vhe~c  yout ldlllily will h ive  iir~ly thc profanity, the 
inimiirality, the ~ing,,dliricss rif llfc ti, influence them? O r  ;rrc you 
lcttiil: ylul- l i ~ h t  s l i~nc fri>m the hilltops of l ~ f c ?  Miwc out of 
thc ruts i d  this cristcnce. Lift u p  your cyes to  the hills froin 
n,liericc ciimeth our  help. Climh thi. it~.i.pc and u n f u r l  the hanncr 
nt' C h r ~ s t  so th;it all tlic world may scc Jesus in you! Di, not he 
;i o>w;trd, rrlnmiig fnlm yiiursclf! But  m;ikc y<>ur lifc a strong, 
coilszcr.~tcJ firrcc 111 1c;id others to  takc t h c ~ r  stand for the M;tstcr 
i)f the univcwu. Lct your liqht shinc! 

In  old Engl;ind, hcfiirc thc d;rys of strcct lights, 1;intcrns were 
hu11q 111 sonic of thc ~ I i u r ~ l i  s t e r p l ~ s  ;it night, and others werc sns. 
pcl~ded in fmlit elf dwciliri~lilaccs. This made it  poss~hle for those 
who werc fc~rccd to liursuc thcir way late at night trl he guided to  
thcir dcstin;itioli. T h c  w,itchman going his rounds would cup his 
hands and shilut "Hang ciut yciui lights!" Tha t  is the call of Christ 
tiidtry, "Let your lights ai shinc! '  The purpose irf those llghts in 
ancicnt Ellgland was to help ilthers. Th;it is why wc arc to  let our  
light shinc .ilsrr. But still i t  r c ~ l > a i ~ ~ s  true that you cannot hold a 
light f r ~ r  .inother withriut deriving benefit fnlm it  yourself. A n d  
those who live fur the S n v ~ i ~ r  ;ire liot (inly hclping others, but they 
;ire also ilssistil~g thcnisclves to ;t flillcr and more r ~ d i a n t  lifc. 

I want ti] ple;ld w ~ t h  you tlirs day ti] examine your heart. I t  i.; 
the rcflectur of l ~ i c  ;rnd light. Is i t  tarnishcd? Is it  spotted a l t h  
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slnl If it is, then t ~ ~ k e  thc p.rl~shi~ig rag of gospel truth ;rnd go 
over it  and remove the rust ;ind soil, iind lct yiiur light shine! The 
hl,x,d n i  Jesus Christ is thc perfect cle;inser for ,111 cvil. T h e  rcc. 
ilrd tclls those who wcrc once Christians hu t  have nrlw drifted 
,>way, "If wc crinfcss our  sins, H c  is f;ilthful ;and just to forgive 
us our  slns, and the hlood rlf Jesus Christ HIS Son clc;inscth us 
fmm all sin" ( 1  Juhn 1 :7, ' I ) .  Your loved ones may hc loolong 
to y ~ , u  firr light to help then1 over the rough placcs in life. Dci not 
hide thyit llght. Open up thc shutters hiirnng your hezirt and lct 
the truth irf heaven radi;atc nut. 

BASKETS OVER YOUR LIGHTS 

Wc havc 1c;rrncd the mc;ining (if the term "h1;lckriut" ,IS applied 
tu c~t ics  and industrial plants during the wxr. Tnday, I wish to 
discuss with you a spiritu2l hlackrit~t whi<:h is <:iuidc.ml~ed hy 
Christ. H e  paints for us a verhal picture i l i  o i ~ c  who ligl~ts ;I 
calidlc when darkness dcsccnds u p o l ~  thc cxrth, and then plascs 
that candle undcr a bushel measure. T h e  light glows all right, hut 
it  does lxi good. Soon it  w ~ l l  cvcn be extinguished, for  we know 
that light cziimot continue \vitliout uxygen, ;and wlrcli all of thc 
supply uf t k t t  e l e n ~ e ~ > t  is consurncd under the basket, thc light will 
go out.  How ahsurd it  would hc for one to  11ght ;I 1;imp and then 
put it  under s i imethi~~g which would tirt;rlly cchpsc its rays! Yet, 
that 1s cx,~ctly %,hat many ale 11(1111/: tod,iy, wit11 the i1iflue11ce they 
possess, which could he used to guidc nlcn to hiyhcr living. Let us 
cm~sidcr wme of those things t h ; ~ t  mcn nsc to hide tlicir lights. 

I mentjun first the haskct wc sh;ill call weoith. A man can hold 
;I dollar sr, cii~se ti, his cycs that he c;>n shut out even the light of 
thc ~ U I I  A n d  he can hold it s<> clilse tc his hmr t  th;it I (  will kccp 
;in) good wrirk from shining forth frilrn th;it hc:iut also. Jesus says, 
"Lxy not up fur yoursclvcs treasures (in cnrth." H e  tells us t l i x ~  
onc rcason for  this injunct~on is the tact that w<>ildly wealth 1s 
perishahlc. "Moth .ind rust doth cilrrupt and thieves hreak through 
;111d ~ L C ~ L I . "  But chew is also ;i~ii)ther rciis(in why wc s h ~ u l d  riot 



cciitcr ciur affection on worldly treasure. Hcrc it  is, "Frir where a 
~n;in's trc;lsum is, thcrc will his heart he also" (Matthcw h : ? l ) .  
Thls simply means that our whole hfc will he wrapped u p  in our 
I d !  And yet, that money is <,nly good for what i t  will purchase 
(if  happi~icss fiir others. Y r ~ u  c;lnnot cat it! Lix~king at it  will not 
kccp you rv;inn in winter! I t  will niit p n ~ v i d e  shelter until i t  is 
p c ~ ~ t !  I t  is s a d  th.it duling the sirxi. u i  Jclusale~n, by  tllc Rnlrla~i 
Icadcr Titus. that many i,C the wealthy Jews cast thcir gold i n t ( ~  
thc streets. It was r~zirrthless! 

I.lnderstalid. IIOW, thcl-c is nothins wrong with moncy in and 
of itself. Thc b h l e  docs 110t affirm, as m;iny igncirantly teach, that 
 nori icy is tlic root (lf ;dl ~ v i l  But it  does tell us tliat " the  love of 
money is the ri,ot of ;rll  cvil." 1 prcsumc thcrc is not a crime on 
c;~rth t iday  that h,is riot ;at sornctlrnc by someone heen ciimlnittcd 
for moncy. Not  th,it ;a11 crirncs ;arc colnmitted for m<incy, hut all 
kinds of crime h ; ~ r c  heen A man cannot he c<ivctous and he a 
l i r ~ s t i i ,  for ciivctous~iess is idol;~try, and an  idulator cannot 
plcxse God. Jesus dec1,lrcs tliat "it is more hlcsscd to  givc than to 
~cccive" (Acts ? 0 : 3 5 ) .  If you havc hccn guilty (if hiding thc 
llpht of Chr~st ian love undcr the hushel of u.c;ilth, hring out that 
light ;r~id let it glow in helpful scrvlcc tn others this d;iy. Then 
y(111 will rc;illy start to live. 

Othcrs Iiidc thcir l~glit  ulidcr thc haskct ot  plrusitre. Their 
\vh~llc aim in llf~. is LC h ivc \vh;tt they c;ill "a good time." Undcr 
the guise of need for recreati~m thcy 111dulge in  many things that 
;Ire liot hcolmln,~ to ;I child of C i > d  I affirm th;it thc word rerrea. 

tzon is ~ilade up (if two words: "re" and "creation." Anything 
that dues 1ujt rcvit;tlizc, re;inimatc aiid rrcreAte n~ , in  iii a moral 
.ind spriti~;ll  way is not "rccrcatli>n" at all. Did you know that it  
1s possihlc for a pel-siln ti, hc de;d whilc hc is still alive? Tha t  is 
trui., tor Pard decl;lrcs, "But shc that I~vcth in  pleasurc is dead 
ivhilc she l i v c t h  ( I  Timothy 7 : 6 ) .  A few years agn a man tauglit 
tlii. doctrl~ic that "millions now Iivi~ig will never die." H e  1s dead 
now! That  doctrinc which was taught was false, hut it  is ;I true 
doctrinc that "milli~rns now living arc already d u d . "  Fur there 
;xrc millinns who arc livilig in plcasure, and thcy arc dead whilc 



thcy hve-dcad to Christ, de;lil to nll that is worthwhile in ;~chicvc. 
inent and ;~ccomplishmmt! 

In that list of things which are given ;IS signs of the last d;tys 
in which perii<ius times shall come, cine ccimplctes the list. I t  is 
"lovers of pleasure more than liivcrs uf GOT' ( 2  Timothy ? : - I ) .  
Of such it is said that they have ;I form of giidlincss, hut deny t11c 
pmvcr thereof: ;tnd it  is further ;ifirmed t!r:~l llieil folly .sl1,1II h i  
rnanlfest to  all. Thcrc arc some who fccl that they can go to 
church ir l i  Sund;iy ninrning, then dancc tlic rust ,if tlie Lord's D ; I ~  
:iway, ilr spend their tinie in idlc garnhling. All of the graid rli;it 
is d<,rie 111 their attendance :tt God's House i s  milllficd hy their 
v;un pursuit of things of this wi~rld.  Thc Gotxl U(>ilk says, "Love 
not thp world, neithcr the things that arc in the w<,rld. If any 
mall love tlic world, thc love of thc Father is not iir him. For all 
th.it is in the world, the lust of tlic flcsli, ,lnd the lust of the eycs. 
: ~ n d  thi. pride of  lifc, is not (if the Fnthcr, hut is rlf the wiirld. 
A n d  thc world p;~sscth ;away, ;lnd the lilst thcrcof: hut he th,lt 
doeth thc will ijf God nhidcth f o r c i ~ c i  ( I  J,,hn 2 : l 7, 17) 

Now, I want  ti] me~iticrn .i third basket under which srlmc hlilc 
their lights, It is that  of envy. How n1,lny tinics churches h ; ~ r c  
hccn wrecked, licxr-ts hnjkcn .<nd the c.,use o i  Chris; m;ulr sh:ln,c- 

ful in the eyes of huniatiity by reason of this sin! Think what i t  

h a s  cost tlic wilrld. I t  was cnvy that n1ntiv:~tcd the first murder. 
It stcclcd the am1 and stilled the u~nscicncc ,lf Gain ;is he dmvc 
thc lifc from h ~ s  hrothcr, ;and spilled th,<t hn~thcr's blood i r n  thc 
liungry earth. I t  was cnvy that moved S;~ul  to :~ttcmpt kill 
David, when ,in thrcc occasions, with no other prnvoc;ltlon, lic 
flung the j.ivelin, <>nly to 1i;~vc D,lvld hy dlvinc pro\,,dencc usc,lpc 
f r i i n ~  his hand. I t  was cnvy whish c.~i~scd Chnst  to hc dclivcrcii 
up hcfiire Pil:ltc, and tllat Rirnlall prcicur.itnr \<,CIS ;iw;irc o f  thc 
f;ict ;is lie s;it on thc thronc i ~ f  j u d g ~ ~ e n t .  

I m  sure you h;ivc see11 thosc wlio rcfusc to  work for thc Lord 
unlcss they are given ;L posititr  rlf promincncu. Ritt tht.~r "cry envy 
;ind their je;~liius dispcls~ticin corl~plctcly disqi~;~lify t l icn~ for .I p<icl. 

tion elf trust. Envy is thc mark of imm;itur~ty. I t  indicates th,tt 
ixie is stdl in :L juvcnilc st.~tc-that lic h .1~  nevcr gniwlr up. Now. 



many c n v ~ , u s  persons, could thcy but stifle that littleness, would 
be excellent workers fur the Lord. They ciiuld ut~l ize the power 
whlch is tr;lnslated into hatc and niake it  ;rccomplish great things 
f ix  thc Lord. But they are hiding their light under a husliel. 
Thcy pl;lci: perx~nal  feelings ahead of the C:iusc for which \vc :ill 
should strive! 1 know men whri cannot think of anyone clsc direct. 
ing thc s ~ n g ~ n g .  They hreali out in a r:lsli of goose pimples when 
.~ni>ther is beforr thc fur fcar that < i m r  will rcceivc mi,rc 
praisi. th:ln thcy. T h u s  tlicy undc ,411 the g m d  thnt could he don?! 

T11ei1, agaln, thcrc is another l i ~ I ~ t ~ c i ~ n c c ; ~ l ~ n ~  basket. It is t11;it 
of curelessnrss or indijfrrenre. Tliosc ( i f  yiw whi, have heen to  
famous Yellowstone Park have cnjriycd the samlifire t.ilks hy the 
ranger" 1 1xn1 ccrt;~in. 1 recall that ilnc night, near Old Faithful 
gcyscr, the iinc in charge niadc ;L talk on the destructiveness of 
forest iircs. Hc p ; ~ ~ n t c d  ;i vivid plcturc of tlic g m u t h  of n thousand 
yc.rrs going up in h~llowini: fl;tmc in a few minutes. Livc creatures 
wcrc hurncd tc dcath or drivcn from thcir hurries! T h e  country. 
sidc was denuded of its bc;iuty rind vcrdurc. A n d  then, a f t t r  an 
impn.scivc p;iusc, the ranger s;rid, "Most of this wilful, w;intiin 
dcsc~l;+tic~n can hc tr~iccd to one word, "Crlrclcssncss." Hilw troc 
that IS! 

(:hristi,r~~s hecomc c.~rclcss as to thcir :iss~ici;~tes, not rciallllig 
tlrc old ,idage. "A m,ln is k~ iown hy the c<>rnp;lny he kecps." Soon 
tliclr rcput;itlon 1s hurt, .tnd t h c ~ r  light no 1o11gi.r shincs for Christ. 
T h t y  hcciimc carclcss of their talk, prufxnity slips illto it, ;md 
listcnlng siiuls arc drlvcn fmni  the scrvicc oi the Mastcr. Thcy 
l,carmc i;irclcss of thcir church attcnd;incc, ; I I I ~  c v c n t u ; ~ l l ~  it ib 
c,rsicr ti) rcni.lln Iiirmc t1i.m t ~ i  g<l ti> Gi~d's  House. But one c;inn<,t 
long hi. ldlc o r  u ~ i c m ~ l i ~ y c d .  If hu dc~cs not wijrb f ix  Christ, he 
will six>n st.irt working for Sat;ln. Jesus recrlgnlzcd this princlplc 
when H c  cxcl;~imed, "He thxt is iiot writ11 M e  1s ;tg;iinit Mt,; :an<l 
He that g;ithereth ncit for Me scattcrctli ahnr;id." One dues licit 
nacd tc kill anilthcr in ordcr to go ti, hcll: he d o c  ,lot need t,, h4 
I l t e r r  1 h i  r 1 I .  Hc canniit csc;ijic thi. fl;imi.s of 
eternal punshnicnt if he dies with those t h i q q  unforgivcn in h ~ s  
l ~ f e  But lie need not he any iinc of thilsc tli be lost. H c  z;in hc 
li,st just as c.lsily hy h c ~ n g  nothing, hy doilrg ir<rthing! NcgI,.ct 



will send milre people intc everlasting condemnat~r~n than ally othcr 
sln. A n d  i t  is more dangcrous than most hecause of its suhtk 
; ~ p ~ " ~ a c h ,  and its innucent appearance. 

T h e  world needs your light today! I t  shriuld shine forth bril. 
hantly to a ~ d  <,thcrs. JL.SUS iays, "Neither do men light ;t c:rndlc 
2nd place it  uridcr a bushel, hut npon ;I s;~ndlcstiik, ;and it givstli 
light tri ;ill that xrc in the house. Let your lii.lit so s h ~ n c  that 
others seeing your good works m,ly gli~rify your Father which is 
in hc;lvcn." 

IMPROPER MOTIVES 

One of the outstal~dtng features of The Sermon on the Mount 
1s thc strrss which it  l;lys upon the m<itives hchind our vari~ius 
acts. T h e  wiirld in general does not judge rinc hy this standard. 
If a lna~i  gives a millic~n dc,llars to  some charity pmjcct, his name 
;and the deed arc cmhl;lzi>ncd upon the fnint  p;lgc of every 11cu.s- 
yl.rper in the l a n d  No i l n c  stups to ask if he did i t  liurcly hcs;~iisc 
nf thc advertising hc rcccivcd fro111 the act, or in order to receive 
tlic p r ; ~ ~ s e  of men. 1nste;~d he is hailed as ;r philanthropist and 
the rest of the citizenry arc urged to frillow his ni>hlc ;xnd uplifting 
cxamplc. But the Bible rcalgnizcs the inner thought which prompt.; 
the th~njis  we do, and it  is upon that motivc ;xnd n<x  u p i ~ n  the 
siic of the deed that Gild will judge us. 

Thcrcfi)re, when Christ sat at the temple treasury and watched 
thc v;iriiiiis individuals cast i n  their money, H e  affirmed that the 
poor widow who cast in  the two mitcs g;lve more than all the rich 
who literally threw hags full of money into the collcctii~n hooth. 
They did it  for worldly hr~nor, she did it  because ill? loved the 
Lord. They gave of their ilhundance and did not miss it, she g.ive 
all that shc had. 

N o  place makes inrlrc clcar this distinction that C h r ~ s t  upholds 
than the wonderful chapter on charity, the thirteenth of Flrst 
Corinthians. In unparalleled boldness, Paul asserts, "Though I 



hestow all my goods to  feed thc poor, ; ~ n d  though I give my h i~dy  
to he hurncd, and havc not charity, ~t profiteth me nothing." I t  is 
what you tliink 111 your licart when you drl an act of k i ~ ~ d n c s s  that 
Giid is intcrcsted in. Since thc li;tckground is more important th;m 
the deed, let us eianiinc thc Savior's teaching r > n  that subject tliis 
Jay.  

111 Matthew 6 :  I ,  Hc cautiiins, "Tike  hccd th;lt ye i>crfilr~n nor 
ytlur acts ,if riglitcousncss hefirrc men, ti] be seen of them: other. 
\1.1SC ye havc n<> reward of your Father which is in lieavcn." Now, 
Ict us an;rlyrc that statcnient. Jesus does not say that it  is \ ~ r o ~ i g  
to do acts of gilodness. Hc encourages us always ti, do gili~d unto 
iithcrj, hrltli hy precept ;xnd example. I t  vr;ls said of the Master 
that, "Hc welit ;ihout duilig giirid." Alld iicillicr does He corn 
1i1;ind us not to do such deeds hcforc men. I t  would he impilssiblc 
for IIIC ti, fced .r h u n ~ r y  m;rn witiiout his knowing it. I t  wciuld 
hc ~ r n ~ x ~ s s ~ l ~ l c  for me to clothe ;r man in need without his knowing 
~ r !  But thc point th:ir w,, must strcss 1s ccintained in the words, 
' t i ]  be seen of them." T h c  idea of doing grjod simply to he p r ~ i s c d  
fur such acts is repulsive to the Lord. He ~ v h o  has that as his 
,,nly motive has nil rew,rrd (if the Father which is in  heaven. But 
1 ~ 2 1 ~  is this true? 

Let us n<iticc t11.1t in  thc cliaptcr, thrcc distinct .rcts of right. 
cijus~lcss ;xrc rcfcrrcd ti,. They are giving of alms, prayer and 
f;ist~ng! Nclthcr of thcse is to he d o i ~  for  pnhlic show, or as ;I 

spcctaclc for thc world. So w2 read ah~llit  the first, "Thcrcfore, 
whcn t h i ~ u  d~icst tlilnc ;ilms, dir licit sound ;I trumpet hcforc thcc, 
.is the hylx>u"res dc i l l  t l ~ c  syn;~gogucs and in the strwts, rhar they 
m;ly h;lvc glory of men. Vcrily 1 say i~i i to  you, they have their 
rcwnrd." Lct us just suppose tli,lt y ~ l u  dccidc to help II needy 
p r r x ~ r ~ .  F ~ r s t  yiiu hire a hugler to go di~wntown slid stand at a 
busy intersect~(in. H e  blows the huglc, and whcn ;I criiwd colleits, 
he alllicrulices that you will hc alimg soon atid give five dollars 
to a needy person you have fc~ulid (rn the street. Soon you come 
;ind thcrc bcf~ire  the crrjwd you c;ircfully dr;iw a tivc doll;~r hill 
fnim your w;illct ;ind waving it  in the air sn that all may see, you 
drop it into the ~,utstretchcd hand (if the dcstitute rinc! Wi l l  yo11 
racrlvc .t reward? Cert:linly! Y<>nl l  reccivc es;ictly \,,hat you 



;iskcd for, the attention ~rl mcn! But that's all y<,u'll ~ c t .  hecausc 
God isn't going to glve you anything more! You have your 
reward! You get just what you asked for-no more. 

If y<,u desire instead thc reward of hc,iven, there is a w.~y by 
which you may obtain it. Listen to this, "But when thou Joest 
thine alms, let not thy left harld know what thy right hand doeth, 
that thine alms may hc in secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret Himself sh;ill reward thce openly" I sh;ill never fcirget that 
in a series of meetings which I was conducting, a certain one who 
loved the praise of men decidcd to contribute a twenty dollar hill 
to the a~llcctii~n platc (In Lord's Day morning! Instead of quietly 
dcpos~til~g it therri~l, i ~ c  took out his hillfuld, held it up to thc 
light and extracted thc bill. Then he sat there with thc bill held 
up in the air wherc ;dl men around could scc the denomination 
of it, and fin;illy msc :and dnippcd it in thc platc when it was 
going down the row of prrvlns in front of him. He let his left 
h;~nd ;ind ;rli h i  neirlih<~rs know what hc was doins! 

Now, there arc two kmds r,f dcvotior~s which wc rerider to God. 
Onc is public and the other is private. It is wrong to reverse them. 
Occ~sionally ollc is called on to direct the audience in prayer, hut 
he murmurs so low that no owe can hear him. The audience dms 
nut even know whcn to say "Amcn" at the ck~se. Sometimes .r 
pcrson likc that will justify himself by saying that he was talking 
to God. But if hi. is talking only to the cars of Gr~d, it is a privatr 
prayer, and it is wrong f i r  him to offer it in public. If it is a 
public prayer, it shnuld hc made puhl~c, that all may follow! 

Then, I knew ;inother type of man! He enjoyed private prayer, 
hut hc nlw,iys opened the d m r  to his rorrm, and prayed with sucll 
fervor that the whrdc house could hc;ir him. Srimc of those ahout 
the place thm~ght he w;ts wonderfully religirlus, and one old sister 
~ 7 t h  a pious look said, "I tell you, hc is the most devout m;in I 
was ever  round. You can hear him praying evcry morning and 
nlght. Sometimes I just stop and Ilstcn to his eloquent words 
addressed trl God." That man was praying a private prayer puh. 
licly, and while hc started by addressing God, he had hilt11 his e;ui 
crickcd tn hear thc praise of men, and his voice adjusted so that 
;ill a)uld hear. 
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Jcsus says, "When you prily, you shall not be as the hypncritrs, 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may he seen of men. Verily I say unto 
you, Thcy have their rcward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Fatl~cr which is in secret; ; ~ n d  thy Fathcr which sccth in secret, 
shall rcward thee iipenly." 

111 col~ti~luing the topic of Scripturally ;appn,vcd praycr, we ;~ ls r~  
lc;arn that C,hrtst commanrls, "Whcn ye pray, use not vain rcpcti, 
tions, as the hcathcn do: for they think they shall be heard for 
thcir much speakin:." The hahbling over and over of set phrases 
;i certain number <I( times crintains no virtue. Prayer is not a 
recitation, ;anyway, which you learn and sing off to God in ;I mono- 
trule. Prayer in thc Scriptur~l  sense is an expression of thc heart's 
dcsirc (Romans 10: 1 ) .  It is not a question [if how long you pray, 
how m;tny times you rcpcz~t :r ritual, or how much talk~ng y ~ l u  do. 
Thc qucstiun with Glid is whether or not you arc sincere, without 
pretense, and hrinc~t ill your ,laking! W h y  write out a prayer 
and read it for the Lord? Is it possible that He cannot read E n r  
lisli? The thought is ridiculuus! Lct us, then, in our dcvotion 
t;Jk ti) God as nur Father. Let us walk with Him in such close 
riimp.inwm~hi~ that we, may :qddri~ss Him intimately. It is not hard 
t ~ )  sit drrwn and t.Jk ti1 our c;lrthly fathers! W c  enjoy the visit 
with tl~cm! Let us lcarn trr enjily visiting with God ;as well. 

Thc <)Id Mos;aic l.rw w;rs principally ritualistic! While it dc. 
mandcd the right ohjcctivc, yet ;at thc s;lme time it de;rlt little with 
thc motive or thought processes governing obedience. Thus thc 
wrihrs in thrir ,-?;\ding and trarhing cn~lld glibly inform all and 
sundry that the law says thus and so. But thcy could not go 
heyond the act or the comn~and governinz it. Jesus went right 
doan intc the hearts of men, and pn~hcd those innermost rcccsscs 
of the soul, demanding to know why we dn the things wc drl. 
That's why The Scrmon im thc Mi~uiit was different. "He taught 
them as ilne having ;ruthority, and not as thc scribes." Let US not 
forget this day, that He will sometime judge us all! Wha t  will 
yriur heart reveal when its secrets are hared to the prying eyes of 
the universe. Wheir God's searchliglit is turned 011 your silul, w11.t~ 
nd i  he thc rcsu1t? 
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THE TRUE TREASURE 
W e  are all treasurc seckcrs! F m m  the boy who dreams over 

the familiar story of "Treasure Island" to thc p z z l c d  pnlspectiir 
w b r  shuns snciety t o  search for the million dollar lodi., we all thnll 
to the idea of wcalth. Because of t h ~ s  tendency 111 the hum;tn fnm. 
ily, many h.~ve hecn gulllhle targets fur thc fakers and gct,rich. 
quick artlsts, who t.tkc adv;i~tt,igc oT l i u ~ n ; ~ ~ i  wcakncsscs a ~ i d  prey 
upon the unwary. W h y  arc wi. a, desirous of huildirlfi up huge 
stockplies of p ~ l d  and silver? Is it hcc;iusc we ;ire ;ill miserly, and 
l ~ k e  tii see the yelli~u. gold trickle through ixlr fingers, like Silas 
Marner  in thc stiir). whit.1, ht-;(l-s his i~;irni:? I do n t ~ t  think so! 

Is it, then, that we \\,ant ti> hc in piis>t~r,n tc  pnrchasc cvcl-y. 
t11111g we dcslre and havc frc~.ly to spend upon :ill that ou r  hearts 
cuvet' I doubt it, firr I know th.it marly of tliosc who havc worked 
uilic;~si~igly ti) ariiar a sun1 of nioncy are nlclrc coriscrv;~tivc spend. 
crs t l i a i~  thirsc whii are mi'rely trying tir m:tkc lithers hclicve thcy 
;arc rich. If I werc c;illcd lipon tri assert my i,pini<rn ;I ti) the rc., 
son fiir this seemingly un~vcrs;il cr:ivin~, 1 rvr~old s;iy that it orlgi, 
I7atcs in man's wish t < >  havc sucurity-:I hulw:irk ayalnst tllc r;iv. 
(igcs ( ~ f  time, the thrc;it of Jcstitution, and thc liiil,clcssncss of old 
;qc !  

Can we purih;~sc t h ; ~ t  security with g<ild :ind silvcr? Many 
:ipparelitly think that wc c;in, hut  in this final talk concerning The  
S c r m u ~ ~  on the Mount  we shall scc wli;it Jcsus had ti) say concern, 
ing the qocstiiln. L ~ s t c n  to HIS wiirds r ~ f  eterl~nl wisd<rm, "Lay 
nlit up Silr yourselves treasures uj ioi~ ecirth, whcrc moth n ~ i d  rust 
<lit11 ccirrupt, and where thicvcs hrc;ik through ; ~ n d  ~ti..il: But lay 
up for  yourselves trc;tsurcs in henven, whcrc ncithcr rniith nor uust 
doth corrupt, ;and where thieves dii not hrcnk th roug l~  nor stml: 
for a h c r c  your treasure is, thcre will your he;irt he ;ila>" (Matthew 
6 :  1 I ) Here is a direct cirmm;ind not ti] I:iy up tre:isurcs ,,n 
earth! W h y  not? Let us see! 

In thc first pl,icc, Jesus ;iffirms that therc is IIU security in wc;ilth 
on carth ,ifter all. Our ilwn cspcrience tc;rchcs 11s the trntl~fulness 
(if that.  W c  personally know thiosc whir h;tvc invested their money 
in stocks : ~ n d  bonds, l i~oking firrw;ird ti) ;L quiet ; ~ n d  pnltcctcd old 
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;igc, only to awaken some day tci tlic fact ~ l la t  they were poverty. 
stricken and helpless. W e  know of the tragedy of failing banks, 
with the resultant aftermath of snicides and sorrow. The wealth 
wliich sail be scen by Ilumnn eye is transitory. I t  is here today, 
.tnd pmc tomixniw. Tlic npostlc affirms, "Tht, things which ;are 
seen are temp<,r;il: hilt thc thinqs which :rrz nut seen are etern;tln 
( 2  O,rinthiaris 4: 18). 

Jesus was talk~nx ahout two kinds of earthly wealth; metal ;and 
t e x t i l c i ~ r  moncy aiid clotlies! In the cax  nf mnncy, rust might 
 at it ;rw;xy and a>nsume it, or thieves might hreak through and 
steal it! I11 the cxse of clothing, moths \\.auld eat the fabric and 
render the g;trments usclcss. But rust ticver bothers my money a 
lot! Do you know why? It is hccause I must keep in circulatioi~ 
rvh,at httle 1 h;avc, and thc rust is wur~i  off of it by the hands 
thnrnyli which it passes. Nor d i ~  the moths hother my clothing a 
grciii deal. You sce, they do not eat fabrics that are hcing worn, 
hut tiiose that are placed away whcrc they are not in use by a n y  
one. So Jcsus shows us t h ~ t  wc should nut hoard money or clothes, 
purely because of a pride in pusscssing them, hut rather we should 
put n t ~ r  wraith t,., work for thc Lord. 

But there is ;tlx> another reasim why wc should not lay up 
tre;asure ,rn earth. T o  me, it is thc greatest reason o i  all. It lies 
it1 the fact that all of us let <lor affection rest upon our treasure. 
Whnti,vrr our  trcasurc is, that is what wc morship. Wherever our 
trcasurc is, there will our hearts be ;also. A~nd since God will not 
accept a sca,nd place in any man's heart, it is evident that nni: 
canniit serve both God aiid mammon. W e  must thus make :a 
chiice between the wealth r i f  the world which is temporal and 
temporary; and that I I ~  heaven which is spiritual and eternal. 

Perhaps ynu'll ;rsk why it is such a terrihle thing to worship 
money, or ti, m;ake it ;r god in our lives? T o  that questioti I reply 
th;tt it is a law of lifc that whatever mail worships, he will beconie 
more like that each time hc wi~rships. If he bows before the shrine 
of the great xud Wealth, his heart will become cold and hard as 
thc lump of gold which he worships. He will do anything, say 
;anything, he ;anything to secure his god! True is it, indeed, that 
"tile love of money is the root of every kind of evil." Not money, 
but thc love ilf it. This does not mean that every evil on earth is 
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co~nmitted hecause (if money, but it  mc;lns that there is no type of 
evil in  the world which n7i.n will mlt cilnimit hec;iusc of their lilve 
for money. 

Isn't i t  focilish tli wi>rship a 11ict:~l which other men have d i ~ g c d  
fn>m tlic ccirth, and olf of wliicli thcy h,lvc ktiockcd thc clay and 
dirt in (11-dcr to makt it shlnc? Millicy is p,~wmlcss in itsclf to  ;ad 
any of us. Suppose you wcrc shipwrecked with a h ; ~ g  <,f gold your 
iinly r c s c ~ ~ e d  1x>ssessii>r~! Y < > L I ' ~  he in ;I \v,irsc predicament t l la~i  
if you did nut h.ivc it. Yoi) could not s \ ~ m  with it, ;+lid it wc~uld 
only serve to dr.ig YLIU J o ~ v n  to  dcath in the briny deep If you 
nianagcd to get tu a llfe raf t  with it, it cci~ild not kccp you warm 
at niglit, i t  \vould not he fit tc cat, you could ~ i o t  drink it  in your 
thirst. I'm sure t k i t  yciu'd comc :ii rc;~l~:c that it  was w i ~ r t h  hut 
littlc when taken uut of tlic m a r t  uf tr;rdc . ~ n d  cotinnercc. If yon 
died ulioti the raft,  y ~ ~ u  could not take cvcn n dollar with yiiu 
Into the ncxt world! 

In the fahulijus story ol  ' T h e  Goldcn Tciuch," King Midas 
learned that many things were inore jircclous tli;ln y l d .  W h e n  he 
was assurcd t1i;lt e v c r y t h i ~ i ~  he touchcd \\ni~uld turn to gold, his 
joy hccan~c utihoundcd. H c  sat down ;ind the chair turned to 
hrilliaiit gilld: hut whcn he l , ~ y  down ; ~ n d  his hcd did likewise, hc 
w . ~  not so sure but what he \< ,~~uld  r;ithcr have had his fe.tthcr 
hcd. But the rude awakeiiing came nest iiiorninc when hc st;lrtcd 
to cat. His spuoli tumcd to gold, atid Ire w;ts 11;lppy that he had 
not lost his touch, hut \vhcn his cereal turned intu ;I lump of gold 
in his mouth, hc thought pcrhaps it was carrying the thing a littlc 
too far.  Thcn he stilopcd over atid kissed his precious little daugh- 
tcr. Hcr  form becanic I-igid, and shc t i~ rncd  to gcild bcforc his eyes. 
I~nmcdiatcly he prayed that the goldcn touch might he removed 
from him. H c  h;ld 1e;lrncd hy cslierience that :he tliirigs wc Iovc 
most in llfc c ;~nnot  he with base metal. 

True  treasure must liave thesc characteristics: I t  must he ctcrn;il. 
or it  will disappoint us when it  flccs away: it must not he suhject 
ti1 iithcrs and their power, or clse thcy may take it  fnim us; it must 
he such ;as is \vi>rthy of tlie aifection and lrrve of onc who is made 
ill the image of God, and u,ho thcrcfcirc canmit stoop to worship 
that which is beneath his Cre;~trir. In vicw of this, thcrc is just 



iilic treasure that rrill s.~tisfy the Christi;rn. I t  is thc golden p r o m  
ise of eternal Ilfc! 

Thcrc is aniplc (if this l o  f~lrnrsh ;all tvh11 dcsirc it. None will he 
turned awn?, liiinc ivlll hc left (rut, who honestly ;and truly scck 
for glory, honor i r ~ ~ d  in~n~or t i r i~ ty ,  fcor the Bihlc s;iys thirt to  ill1 \vlir 
thus scck, God will ;xw.~rd ctcrlial lifc (Riimans ? : 7 ) .  O n e  ( i f  

thcsc d,iys lifc will hc ovcr for ,IS licrc on c;irtli. T h e  srlngs of the 
h~rds ,  the sight of flii\\,crs ;and trccs, the voices iof our  loved ones 
will he hc;rrd m i i l ~  W e  ~ l i , t l l  close our 5Lurc or  c~ffice for the 
last timc, ivc sh.111 niakc our  last dcprislt at tlic hank. Thcn, wh;rt 
lies allcad? I t  dcpclids upiin thc prepamtirm wc h;ivc made! Are 
you prcp,tri~i': f,,r thc l ~ f c  hcyolid this v;rlc of tcars, this wrirld of 
~OTIOW! 

The Churches rif Christ exist tci hclp yciu plan your lifc, ;ind 
your future, srl ~ I I ; L L  c~rrll;i i  l o r y  will he your great atid final 
reward. Our r~nly hopc is hcavcn+ur only plea is the Bible- 
our iinly intcrest is your soul! We ask you to  gct acquaintcd with 
us ;and our  cfforts to restore thc N e w  Testa~nent  church on earth 
Invcstigatc iiur position, :xnd scr whrther or not it  is in harnmon? 
with the New Testament. M a y  God hc with you and help you to 
m;rkc thc right ;ind proper decision, for ctcrnity dcpcnds upon 
 hat chi~icc! 

Lct the principles clinlici;~ted in Tlic Serm,ln thc Mi lu i~ t  I>( 
y ~ l u r  guiding star thrriugh lifc, ,rnd :as you livc in hammimy with 
thc p1iiliis~ipliy sct forth by Christ, you will find lifv gmwinji marc 
pleasant day hy day, and His t ruth will sustain you through tlic 
years of trial to coinc. 


